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THE TAXATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES IN 1932 


DIGEST OF A REPORT RESULTING FROM A SPECIAL STUDY BY THE U.S. BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS 


Reported by G. P. ST. CLAIR, Associate Highway Engineer 


URING the summer of 1933 a survey was in- 

augurated by the Bureau of Public Roads for the 

purpose of determining the total of all special 
taxes imposed on the owners of motor vehicles in the 
United States. The calendar year 1932 was the most 
recent year which could be studied. A large volume of 
data was gathered and the work of analysis was not com- 
pleted until the summer of 1934. A full re port of this 
project is in course of publication, but will not be avail- 
able in the immediate future. This article is a digest 
of the essential information produced by the survey.’ 

The effort was made to 


The field work was conducted by a force of statisti- 
cians, employed through 11 district offices of the 
Bureau and operating under detailed instructions pre- 
pared by the Washington office. The chief statistician 
in each State was usually a person employed in an 
administrative office of the State dealing with regula- 
tion of motor vehicles, a former employee, or other 
person thoroughly familiar with the State records. 

The work of compiling the data on State taxation of 
motor vehicles involved a careful and detailed examina- 
tion of the records of the motor-vehicle department 
and, in some cases, of other 














have the survey as com- agencies, such as public 
plete as possible, covering REGISTRATION AND TAXATION OF MOTOR service commissions regu- 
all classes of taxing juris- VEHICLES IN 1932 lating for-hire carriers. 
dictions. State taxation STATE FEES AND TAXES The work of obtaining data 
of motor vehicles has been on county and municipal 
adequately reported in Vehiclesreg- | Revistration special taxes and personal- 
past vears in the annual siepard, | fees paid property taxes was more 
compilations of State difficult, and, necessarily, 
reports on registration, caeae the results were less com- 
registration receipts, and ear ena cars, including taxicabs 20, 836, 362 $214, 725, 478 plete. While much infor- 
gasoline taxes, published a 49, 452 3, 416, 697 mation was obtained by 
by the Bureau. Other Trucks and tractor trucks 3, 229, 315 71, 204, 768 interviewing State tax offi- 
agencies, including Gov- Trailers and semitrailers 415, 276 5, 515, 345 cials and by examining the 
ernment bodies, industrial 2 cata bee soul 826,889 | records of central account- 
organizations, and stu- Total 24, 619, 602 093, 189, 17 ing systems, the bulk of 
dents of taxation, have Special motor-vehicle carrier fees. 5, 230, 792 the material was derived 
published figures on the State gasoline taxes 513, 047, 239 from answers to question- 
various kinds and amounts | Orta an auteur eens owe | naires mailed to county 
of motor-vehicle taxes. and municipal officials, re- 
The present survey is the All State fees and taxes 838, 830, 978 questing specific informa- 
broadest in scope vet : tion on local registration 
attempted, as it includes ALL, FEES AND TAXES and taxation of vehicles. 
not only State taxes, but | — = Cearcenes In the survey as con- 
also Federal excise taxes, st yar ducted no data were ob- 
county andl municipal {| 2 . was catooo | tained on the payments by 
taxes, personal-property County feos and taxes (incomplete ' 1, 703, 000 motorists of tolls on public 
tuxes on motor vehicles im- Municipal fees and taxes (incomplete). _____. 14, 158, 000 br idges and ferries. In 
posed by State, county and Personal property taxes, all jurisdictions approximate a5, 900, O00 order to make the record 
munie ipal jurisdic tions, Public bridge and ferry tolls (incomplete) - aa of motor-vehicle taxation 
ind public bridge — tolls. iehtnn.... 1, 001, 150, 000 as complete as possible, it 

~ Only the public charges was decided to include such 
borne directly by the motor 


vehicle owner were included in the survey totals. 
Purposely excluded from the investigation were such 
indirect = tg as automobile dealers’ licenses, fines 
al : penalties, real-property taxes on automotive _ 
y (factories, garages, truck and bus terminals, etc.) 
income taxes on motor -vehicle operating enterprises, 
State chain-store and retail-sales taxes applying to 


gasoline stations and dealers in automobiles and auto- 
motive equipment, and similar imposts which are not 
levied directly on the ownership and operation of 
motor vehicles. 

‘I \e survey was carried on under the joint supervision of H. S. Fairbank, Chief of 
the vision of Information, and E. W. James, Chief of the Division of Highway 
Transport. The work of organizing and directing the field force of statisticians dur- 
ing the summer of 1933 was conducted by H. H Kelly, of The Division of Highway 
Transport, and Prof. J. Trueman Thompson, of the Johns Hopkins University. 
The ilysis and compilation of the data were made by H. H. Kelly, A. C. Rose, 
G. P. st. Clair, L. A. Abbot, and L. 8S. Tuttle. 
aXat 


| of motor vehicles was prepared by H. R. Briggs. 


88397—34——1 


payments, and a_ short 

study was made in the Washington office of available 
data on the subject. 

RESULTS OF SURVEY SUMMARIZED 

The total payments of motor-vehicle taxes, Federal, 

State, and local, as reported in the 1932 survey, are 

shown in the tabulation given above. It will be ob- 

served that public bridge tolls and county and munici- 

pal fees and taxes are marked as incomplete, and that 

personal-property taxes are marked as approximate. 

Of these, all totals except that for personal-property 


_ taxes are undoubtedly less than the actual payments of 


such taxes in 1932. The replies to questionnaries on 
county and municipal taxes were incomplete, as was 


also the information obtained on the subject of bridge 
The material on personal property tolls. 


In the case of personal-property taxes a very 
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thorough study was conducted, and estimates, based | 
on the best information which could be found, were 
made in cases where the data were not complete. For | 
this reason it is believed that the total payments of | 
personal-property taxes in 1932 were not in excess of | 
the amount tabulated. 

The number of vehicles (including motorcycles and 
trailers and semitrailers) reported by the States as 
registered and tax-paid in 1932 was 24,619,602. The 
total motor-vehicle tax payments recorded in the sur- 
vey were slightly more than a billion dollars, or $40.66 
per vehicle. 

Payments to the State governments, chiefly in the 
form of registration fees and gasoline taxes, constitute 
the great bulk of motor-vehicle tax payments. The 
1932 total, as reported in the survey, amounted to | 
$838,830,978. In the reports submitted by the statis- 
ticians, registrations and payments of registration fees 
were classified by type of vehicle, class of service, and, 
in the case of busses, trucks and tractor trucks, and 
trailers and semitrailers, by size—either by rated capac- 
ity or by weight classifications. 
of payments of special fees by ccmmercial carriers was 


TABLE 1.—State taxes imposed on motor vehicles in 1932; national tot 
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Regular registration fees 
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given in some States, but others failed to classify such 


| payments completely. 


In order to reduce the reported figures to a uniform 
scheme, so that national totals, averages, and percent- 
ages might be obtained, a system of approximations 
was adopted which involved conversions from gross, 
net, or chassis weight of vehicle to rated capacity and 
the classification of registered vehicles and correspond- 
ing payments in certain chosen capacity groups. It was 
also decided to estimate the payments of gasoline taxes 
by the different types, classes, and sizes of vehicles. A 
systematic method of approximation was adopted and 
applied to the reported payments of gasoline taxes in 
all the States. The methods used in this work are 
discussed later in the report. 

STATE FEES AND TAXES SUMMARIZED 


Table 1 gives the total number of vehicles of each 
type and class of service reported in the survey as reg- 
istered and paying regular fees in 1932, together with 
corresponding payments of registration and special fees, 
and estimated gasoline tax payments. Publicly owned 


A similar break-down | and tax-exempt vehicles, where separately reported, 


were excluded from the tabulation. Averages per vehi- 
als, averages, and percentages for vehicles of different types and classes 
rvice 


1 Estimated payments of gasoline | | 


All fees and taxes 




















































































































































Per- taxes | Special 
. : 4 Number Icentage ooo ae water : Sa 
Type of vehicle and class of service registered distri- | Amount Average | Percent- Average | Percent- | —— | Average | Percent- 
bution collected per ve- | age dis- Amount per ve- | agedis- | “"" Amount | per | age dis- 
hicle | tribution hicle tribution | | vehicle tribution 
BE ENT e codcdcncnasensesose 20, 759, 140 84. 32 |$213, 357, 330 $10. 28 | 72. 89 |$375, 082, 015 $18.07 | , aS I$588, 430,345 | $28.35 | 72. 51 
Taxicabs ¢.---------- woe neee-e---- 77,222) _.3i 1,368,148 | = 17.72 | 47 | 4,682,742 | 60. 64 | 91 | $117,997 | 6, 168, 887 79. 89 | 76 
Passenger cars and taxicabs_.| 20, 836,362 | 84.63 | 214, 725, 478 10.31 | 73.36 | 379,764,757 | 18. 23 | 8.54 73.27 
Bus Ss: j ios 8 peas) | ees “| View ‘aes: piety al 
|) eee on | 9,813 | 04 211, 633 | 21. 57 | 07 384, 393 39.17 | 60.74 08 
Contract, including sight-see- | | | 
iy aia 3, 314 | 01 157, 395 | 47.49 | 06 | 331, 783 100. 12 07 17, 372 506, 550 152. 85 | or 
Pubtio-catrier.........--.------- 36, 325 | 15 3, 047, 669 | 83. 90 | 1.04] 5,382,256} 148.17] 1.05 | 2,287,216 | 10,717,141 | 295.03 | 1. 32 
| ———— a ——SVa_a_aaaaaa aaa } — —_ — 
CO eee 49,452 | 20 | 3,416,697 | __ 69.09 | 1.17} 6,098,432 | 123.32 | 1 © | 2.304 588 | 11,819,717 | _239.01| ‘1.46 
Trucks and tractor trucks: pee wee ee ee ee ee ee eae 
Privately owned and o rated ? | 3, 144, 704 12. 78 68, 113, 536 21. 66 23.27 | 121,046, 779 38. 49 | 23. 60 | 1,886 | 189, 162, 201 60. 15 23. 31 
y pe | 
Contract-carrier *__..-._--- 69, 840 . 28 2, 174, 537 31.14 | -74| 4,361, 227 | 62. 44 85 [1,112,015 | * 7,647, 779 108. 35 O44 
Common-carrier !0___...._---. 14, 771 . 06 486, 474 32. 93 -17 | = 1, 153, 663 78.10 | 22 |*1, 107, 187 | * 2,747,324 | 183. 49 34 
All trucks and tractor trucks.| 3, 229,315 | 13.12 | 70,774, 547 21.92 | 24.18 | 126,561,669 | 30.19 | 24.67 | 2,221,088 | 199,557,304 | 61. 80 24.5 
Trailers and semitrailers: Gittins, ele! Dees pee we jail = | cay ‘iis ae oe 
Privately owned and oper- | } 
ik aaa Se 406, 431 1.65 | 3,134,711 oF i... i s&s Le a 7.71 0) 
Contract-carrier !?____- A 5, 008 . 02 | 179, 007 . 06 ae } i 132, 315 311, 322 62. 16 04 
Common-carrier !3______. | 3, 837 .02 | 131, 041 05 Boer 393, 285 524, 326 136. 65 ( 
| | ee | ——— | | 
All trailers and semitrailers..| 415,276 | 1.69 | 3, 444, 759 | | __ 525,600 | 3,970, 359 | 9. 56 ‘ 
petereveles...........-........... | 8Y, 197 | . 36 | 326, S8Y 622,381 | 6.98 | 12 20) +949, 0 | ~ 10. 64 aa 
Undistributed fees !#__........-..-- eee ee ESE: Vere food 562, 306 562, 306 ( 
All vehicles.............-----------| 24, 619, 602 | 100.00 | 292, 688,370 |" 11.89 ~ 100.00 | 5, 731, 599 | S11, 467, 208 | 0 
Miscellaneous fees and taxes: i= a ; | 
Operators’ and chauffeurs’ | | 
0 EES a Seen Sennen eee PEPESTE MESES Seo) DSR Lee ae IAD) Soe ICES, | me Se |.....--- 
a ee ee eee = . SR Eeeretes eee | _ 9, 082, 968 : 
rs SR eS ' | rae “| 27, 363, 70 | 11 
— —————— | a == —<— ———————— | es | — 
Grand total, all fees and taxes)____.._____. ELIA, ERE Ce Saeeert as ee } s TEL) MER | 838, 830, 97S 34. 07 





1 In the case of contract and common carriers of property, registration fees in excess of those based on the rate charged private carriers he ve been deducted and includ: | 
with special fees. Total payments of registration fees were $293,189,177, as shown in the box on page 185. 

2 Includes $500,807 in excess registration fees paid by contract and common carriers of property, $2,459,783 in mileage, ton-mile, and passenger-mile taxes, $1,323,4! 
receipts taxes, and $1,447,596 in other special fees, including franchise fees, privilege taxes, fees for certificates of convenience and necessity, etc 


3 Includes taxicabs and other for-hire passenger cars in 20 States for which this item could not be segregated. 


been inc!uded with passenger cars 


Hearses and ambulances, where reported separately, ha 


4 Totals for 27 States and the District of Columbia. Includes livery cars, U-drive-it cars, and other for-hire passenger cars. In the case of California, taxicabs were 


cluded with light delivery trucks. 


§ Totals for 16 States. In other States either there were no tax-paid school busses or they were included with other registration classifications, chiefly public-carr ier 


¢ Totals for 19 States and the District of Columbia. In other States contract an 
classifications, chiefly public-carrier busses. 


d sight-seeing busses either were not reported or were included with other registra‘: on 


7 Includes contract carriers in 25 States and the District of Columbia and common carriers in 14 States and the District of Columbia, which did not report these cla 5<¢s 


tely. 
§ Totals for 23 States. (See footnotes 7and 9.) Includes common carriers in 3 States (Arkansas, Ohio, and West Virginia) which reported these classes together. 


* These items include payments of special fees to the amount of $80,701 by contract 


carriers in Montana, Oklahoma, and South Dakota, and $36,971 by common carrie: in 


South Dakota, which were not segregated from privately owned and operated trucks. The numbers of these vehicles and their payments of registration fees and gasv ine 
taxes are included with private trucks. Averages per vehicle, for the items noted, were based on the payments by the 69,840 contract carriers and 14,771 common car: ‘ers 


regularly listed 


10 Totals for 30 States. (See footnotes 7, 8,and 9.) Massachusetts reported contract carriers, but no common carriers. 

4 Includes contract carriers in 24 States and the District of Columbia, and common carriers in 17 States and the District of Columbia, which did not report these cl. sses 
separately. Oklahoma had no registration of trailers in 1932; in Kentucky full trailers were not permitted, and semitrailers were included with trucks. 

12 Totals for 20 States. (See footnote 11.) Includes common carriers in 2 States (Arkansas and Ohio) which reported these two classes together. 

18 Totals for 24 States. (See footnotes 11 and 12.) Massachusetts, North Dakota, and Vermont reported no common-carrier trailers or semitrailers. 

44 Special fees which could not be allocated to specific classes of vehicles by reasonable methods of approximation. 

1 Includes fees for reregistrations, transfers, certificates of title, temporary entry permits, nominal fees paid by publicly owned vehicles, etc. 
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cle and the percentage distributions of registrations and 
payments are also given. In this tabulation payments 
of registration fees by contract and common carriers of 
property in excess of those based on the rates charged 
private carriers have been deducted from registration 
fees and placed with special fees and taxes. 

Examination of the percentages given in table 1 
reveals the following facts: 

1. The owners of passenger cars, which constituted 
84.3 percent of all vehicles, paid 72.9 percent of the 
registration fees and 73.1 percent of the gasoline taxes. 

2. Taxicabs, reported separately from passenger cars 
in 27 States and the District of Columbia, comprised 
0.3 percent of the vehicles; they contributed 0.5 percent 
of the registration fees and 0.9 percent of the gasoline 
taxes. 

3. Motor busses, which included 0.2 percent of the 
vehicles, contributed 1.2 percent of the registration-fee 
payments and 1.2 percent of the gasoline taxes. 

4. Motor trucks and tractor trucks, comprising 13.1 
percent of the vehicles, paid 24.2 percent of the regis- 
tration fees and 24.7 percent of the gasoline taxes. 

5. Trailers and semitrailers constituted 1.7 percent of 
the vehicles and paid 1.2 percent of the registration fees. 

Motorcycles, constituting 0.4 percent of the vehicles, 
contributed 0.1 percent of the registration fees and 0.1 
percent of the gasoline taxes. 

Special fees to the amount of $5,230,792 were col- 
lected from operators of vehicles for hire and, in a few 
States, from certain classes of private operators. 
These imposts took the form of mileage, ton-mile, 
or passenger-mile taxes, receipts taxes, special weight 
or capacity taxes, franchise fees or privilege taxes, 
permit fees, and fees for certificates of convenience and 
necessity. To this amount must be added $500,807 
in excess registration fees paid by for-hire carriers of 
property (fees in excess of those calculated on the 
private-carrier rate). If the special fees are added to 
the registration fees and gasoline taxes, it is found that 


busses contributed 1.5 percent and trucks and trailers | 


25.1 percent of all fees and taxes directly imposed on 
motor vehicles in 1932. 


AVERAGE PAYMENTS SHOW SHARP INCREASE WITH SIZE OF 
VEHICLE 


\s the weight or capacity of vehicles increases there 


is, in general, a steady rise in the average fees paid. | 


In table 2 the variation of average payments of regis- 
tration fees, gasoline taxes, and all fees and taxes is 
shown for public-carrier busses, for all trucks and 
tractor trucks, and for all trailers and semitrailers. 
These are national averages for 1932, based on data 
obtvined in the survey. 
CONCLUSIONS AND COMMENTS 

‘The complexity of the motor-vehicle tax situation in 
the United States makes it very difficult to draw any 
cone usions which are both definite and generally 
applicable. The following statements, however, are 
supported by the data gathered in this survey. | 

1. There is an extraordinary lack of uniformity | 
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TABLE 2.— Average payments, in 1932, of registration fees, gasoline 
taxes, and all fees and taxes, by vehicles of different rated 
capacities 

PUBLIC-CARRIER BUSSES 





epistrs — All fees 
Rated capacity Re gistra- Gasoline and 
tion fees ! taxes aos 
taxes ? 
Passengers 
7 or less $25. 84 $52. 50 $104. 77 
8 to 20 57. 39 123. 13 234. 50 
Over 20 99. 20 170. 26 | 329. 98 
ALL TRUCKS AND TRACTOR TRUCKS 
Tons | 
146 and less ; $15. 51 $36. 16 | $51. 85 
Over 144 and less than 3 : 38. 21 46. 33 85. 92 
3 and less than 5 : , 67.33 | 59.89] 130.40 
5 ; 97. 57 68. 10 168. 49 
Over 5 113. 89 81.12 199. 60 
ALL TRAILERS AND SEMITRAILERS 
Tons 
146 and less... : | St $3. 42 
Over 1% and less than 3 : es 3 eS 15. 63 
3 and less than 5 ; : - ee 36.46 |...... sel 41.71 
aia F ak ‘ ‘ 9. 21 ; “4 69. 32 
Over 5 ; = are 70. 55 92. 35 





' Excess registration fees paid by for-hire carriers of property were included in the 
calculation of these averages. 
2 Includes special fees 


2. The principle that registration fees should increase 
with the size of the vehicle, as measured by weight, 
carrying capacity, horsepower, or cost, is recognized 
in the laws of all States, the only exception being the 
District of Columbia, in which a uniform fee of $1 is 
charged. There is great variety in the application 
of this principle; in some States the increase of registra- 
tion fees with size is relatively moderate, while in a few 
the range is very wide, registration fees in excess of 
$1,000 being charged against the heaviest vehicles. 

3. There is a noticeable tendency for the taxation 
imposed on motor vehicles to be relatively high in those 
States in which the intensity of motor-vehicle owner- 
ship is low, as indicated by a relatively large number 
of persons per vehicle. This condition was particularly 
noted in the Southern States, where the mileage of roads 
to be improved and maintained is very large in relation 
to the number of motor vehicles registered. 

4. The imposition of unusually high registration fees 
on heavy vehicles, particularly trucks, in a few States, 
combined with high gasoline taxes, has apparently dis- 
couraged the registration of such vehicles, with the 
result that the high rates were productive of little 
revenue in 1932. 

5. Comparison of the number of heavy trucks 
registered in certain States with the existing mileage of 
high-type roads and particularly of portland cement 
concrete roads, in the same States, leads to the con- 
clusion that such roads have been built primarily in 
response to the demands of traffic in general, rather 


‘than specifically to support heavy loads. 


6. Approximately 9 percent of the revenues derived 


among the States, both in the methods of motor-vehicle | from State motor-vehicle and gasoline taxes in 1932 


taxation and in the magnitudes of the rates charged. | 
he vreatest variation was found in the bases on which 


registration fees were charged, including gross weight, | 
het \ ight, chassis weight, capacity, horsepower, value, | 
and various combinations of these factors. The | 


fees is desirable. 


were diverted to uses not related to roads and streets. 
The principal items of diversion included payments to 
general funds, $39,652,339; unemployment - relief, 


$19,546,456; and schools, $14,522,113. 

7. Fees and taxes imposed on motor vehicles by 
gener| adoption of a common basis for registration | counties in 1932 were negligible in comparison with 
| those imposed by other jurisdictions, the total reported 





188 


being less than $2,000,000. 


Such taxes were found in 
only 5 States. 
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Fees imposed by municipalities were | 


found in 39 States, and the total amount reported was | 


over $14,000,000. 

8. Personal- -property taxes were imposed on motor 
vehicles by either State, county, or local authorities in 
31 States and the District of ¢ ‘olumbia, the estimated 
collections being in the neighborhood of $36,000,000. 
Because of difficulties in assessment and collection the 
personal-property tax as ordinarily administered is not 
effectively applied to motor vehicles. Five States and 
the District of Columbia require that evidence of tax 
payment be presented before licenses are issued to 
vehicle owners, 
registered vehicles. Seventeen States, containing 46 
percent of all registrations, exempted motor vehicles 
from taxation as personal property. 


1933 REGISTRATIONS AND PAYMENTS COMPARED WITH THOSE OF 
1932 


In table 3 a comparison is made between the payments 
by motor vehicles in 1932, as given by the survey (plus 
certain other items) and the data on State motor-vehicle 
and gasoline taxes for 1933, given in the annual tables 
published by the Bureau,’ together with the 1933 pay- 
ments of Federal excise taxes relating to motor vehicles. 
No data were obtained on payments in 1933 of county 
and municipal fees and taxes, personal-property taxes 
or public bridge tolls, and for this reason no total is 
given for 1933. 

The data for the 2 years are not comparable in all 
respects because of differences in the manner of 
reporting; for example, eight States reported busses 
with trucks in 1933. In order to make the comparison 


thus insuring full collection for all | 


as close as possible, certain modifications have been | 


made in the manner of presenting the 1932 data. In 
the 1933 table special fees paid in lieu of registration 
fees in California, Maryland, and South Carolina were 
tabulated as registration fees. To conform with this 
procedure, similar payments in 1932 have been deducted 
from special fees and added to registration fees, the 
States concerned being those given above and West 
Virginia. Certain items have been added which were 
omitted from the 1932 survey totals because they were 
not regarded as direct taxes imposed on motor-vehicle 
owners. These include dealers’ licenses, certain mis- 
cellaneous receipts of the motor-vehicle departments, 
including fines and penalties in a number of States, and 


miscellaneous receipts connected with the administra- | 
These additions were | 


tion of the gasoline-tax laws. 
made in order that the tabulation for 1932 should 
conform with the published data for 1933. 

In comparing vehicle registrations in the 2 years, 
we find that there was a small decrease in the total 
number registered, the greatest change being in pas- 
senger vehicles. ‘Trailers show a considerable increase. 
Similar changes occurred in payments of registration 
fees, although motorcycles show an increase in registra- 
tions and a decrease in payments. 
tion of 0.9 percent in total registrations and of 8.0 
percent in total payments of registration fees. 

The relatively large decrease in payments of registra- 
tion fees was caused by changes in the rates charged. 





* Table G-1, State Gasoline Taxes, 1933, was published in PuBLIC Roaps, vol 15, 
no. 5, July 1934, and tables MV-1 and MV-2, giving State motor-vehicle registrations 
and fees were published in PuBLIC Roaps, vol. 15, no. 7, September 1934. 


There was a reduc- | 
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TABLE 3.——-Comparison of motor-vehicle tax payments in 1932 and 





1933 
Increase or 
Item 1932 1933 decrease in 
| 1933 
Vehicles registered: 
Passenger vehicles !_. S35 20, S85, S14 20, 600, 543 
Trucks and tractor trucks. 3, 229, 315 2 3, 226, 747 
Trailers and semitrailers ‘ 415, 276 472, 780 
Motorcycles omen ; E 80, 197 91, UST 
All vehicles : 24, 619, 602 24, 392, 066 227, 536 
Registration fees 
Passenger vehicles $218, 9O7, 490 |$195, 841, 695 $23, 065, SO4 
rrucks and tractor trucks 71, 444, 038 | 2 70, 208, 260 1, 145, 778 
Trailers and semitrailers 3, 6S2, S72 4, JUS, O07 +615, 135 
Motorcycles : 7 326, SSY 320, 853 —6, 036 
All vehicles 204, 361, 208 | 270, 758, 815 3, 602, 483 
Special taxes paid by commercial carriers * 4, O58, 671 5, 398, 154 1, 339, 483 
Operators’ and chauffeurs’ licenses 1S, 280, SUZ 1S, O75, 282 205, 520 
Certificates of title ; 4, 349, 239 3, 507, WS4 832, 255 
Dealers’ licenses and plates 5 1, 913, 977 1, 506, 647 317, 330 
Miscellaneous fees 
Included in 1932 survey \ aod . 
, . . 8S, 795, 337 +-OG9 15] 
Not included in 1932 survey { : , 2, 151 
State gasoline taxes ‘ 519, 403, 450 +5, 264, 550 
All State fees and taxes 844,857,073 | 827, 495, 669 17, 361, 404 
County fees and taxes (incomplete 1, 703, 455 
Municipal fees and taxes (incomplete 14, 157, 822 
Personal-property taxes (estimated 35, S80, 000 
Federal excise taxes 92, 377, 99S | 244,825, 000 +152, 447, 002 


Public-bridge and ferry tolls 


incomplete 


Is, 109, 424 


All fees and taxes 1, 007, 175, 772 +135, O85, 50S 


Includes private passenger cars, taxicabs and other cars for hire, 
? Busses registered with trucks in eight States 
Includes special fees (receipts taxes, ton-mile taxes, and passenger-mile taxes) paid 
by common-carrier trucks and trailers and public-carrier busses in lieu of registration 
fees Amounts: In 1932, $1,172,121 paid in Calif ria, Maryland, South Carolina, 
and West Virginia; in 1933, $1,033,931 paid in California, Maryland, and 
Carolina 
4 Special taxes paid in lieu of registration fees 
plete, as a number of States imposing 
§ Not included in 1932 survey total 
6 Includes item ‘‘other receipts under tax law”, 


and busses 


Sout! 


leducted. The 1933 figures are incom 
special taxes failed to report them 


$1,091,661 in 1932, and $1,207,738 ir 


1933 Chis item was not included in the 1932 survey total 

7 Includes Federal excise taxes on gasoline, lubricating oil, tires and inner tube 
automobiles, motorcycles and trucks, and parts and accessories. Deductions made t 
allow for nonmotor-vehicle use of gasoline and oil 


Drastic reductions in the rates of registration fees we! 
made in Arkansas, Georgia, Kansas, Minnesota, Ne- 
braska, and South Dakota, and moderate reductions 1 
a number of other States. 

There was an increase in the payments of special fees 
by commercial carriers. This was caused partly P: 
increased revenues from existing taxes and partly by 
the fact that the number of States regulating and taxing 
for-hire operations was increased, Maine and New 
Hampshire having enacted laws effective in 1935 
There were also changes in existing laws and taxes 
relative to such operations in a few States. 

The collections of Federal excise taxes on motor 
vehicles were much greater in 1933 than in 1982 
The taxes were in effect only for slightly more than 6 
months in 1932; and the tax on gasoline was increased 
from 1 cent to 1}; cents per gallon, eifective June |7, 
1933, reverting to 1 cent on January 1, 1934. 

It has been pointed out that the reported figures ‘or 
county and municipal taxes on motor vehicles in 1132 
and for public-bridge tolls are incomplete, while t/iat 
for personal-property taxes is an approximation 
believed to be nearly correct. There is no reason to 
believe that there was a decrease in these items for 
which no data were obtained in 1933. If we assume 


for the purpose of comparison that they were the s.me 
in both years, we find that the payments of motor- 
vehicle taxes in 1933 exceeded those of 1932 by more 
than $135,000,000. 
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STATE FEES 


METHOD OF ANALYSIS DESCRIBED 

The diverse character of the reports submitted for the 
48 States and the District of Columbia imposed a 
difficult problem of analysis. The object was to reduce 
all the reports to a uniform basis, in order to obtain 
comparable figures for each State and to assemble the 
data in the form of national statistics for different types, 
classes, and sizes of vehicles. In order to do this it was 
necessary to make use of certain systematic approxima- 
tions. The methods used are discussed in detail in the 
complete report and can only be described briefly here. 

Uniform classification of registrations and fees.—The 
first of these approximations was occasioned by the 
necessity of tabulating vehicles of different sizes accord- 
ing to a uniform scheme. It was decided that rated 
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AND TAXES 


In the case of those States which reported vehicles 
by gross, net, or chassis weight, it was necessary to 
make conversions into equivalent rated capacity. 
There is, of course, a considerable range in the net 
weights of trucks of a given capacity, and also in the 
gross loads for which, under a given law, they may be 
taxed. The effort was made, by a study of existing 
records and by consultation with representatives of the 
industry, to develop relations between weight and 
capacity which would represent average conditions, 
and would, therefore, give a reasonably accurate dis- 
tribution of vehicles by capacity in those States which 
reported a weight classification. As an example, the 
conversion table developed for trucks is given in con- 
densed form in table 4. 
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DIFFERENT TYPES AND 


CLASSES OF SERVICE 


Capacity rather than gross or net weight should be the 
basis of classification. For busses the following group- 
ing by passenger-seating capacity was adopted: 

7 or less 

8S to 20 

Over 20 


Trucks, tractor trucks and trailers and semitrailers 
Were arranged in the following groups according to 
rated capacity in tons: 

144 or less 

Over 1's and less than 3 
3 and less than 5 

5 

Over 5 


A considerable number of the States which reported 
trucks and trailers according to rated capacity listed 
them by ton or half-ton groups, or otherwise in such a 
manner that both the numbers registered and the fees 
paid could be assembled in the five capacity groups or 
‘brackets’? adopted as the basis of classification. 
Others, however, reported capacity groups which were 
inconsistent with the chosen scheme. To take care 
of these cases it was necessary to devise methods of 
breaking down and rearranging both numbers registered 
and fees paid. The methods used in grouping the 


numbers registered were based on certain general 
relations between the numbers of vehicles of each ton- 
nage, or of each capacity group, determined by analysis 
of the data for those States which reported trucks and 
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TABLE 4.—Approximate relations between manufacturers’ rated 
capacity, chassis weight, net weight, and gross laden weight of 
trucks ! 











Net weight 
Manufacturers’ rated capacity —_—_———_ - — Gross 
(tons) Chassis | Chassisand | weight 
only | body | 
Pounds | Pounds | Pounds 
] 3, 000 4, 000 6, 000 
. ee . ; 4, 000 5, 600 9, 600 
ae 6, 000 | 8, 200 14, 200 
4 Ie ASE 7, 600 10, 000 18, 000 
5 9, 000 11, 680 21, 680 
7 beuw 12, 000 15, 200 | 29, 200 
10 14, 000 


18, 000 | 


38, 000 








Condensed from full table given in complete report. 


trailers by separate tonnages or by capacity groups 
consistent with those adopted. 

In apportioning the fees paid it was necessary to | 
adopt a method consistent with the scheme of rates 
imposed by the State. In the case of those States 
where a flat fee was charged each of the tonnage groups | 
separately reported, it was only necessary to make the 
break-down of fees proportional to the break-down of 
registrations. In the case of those States which im- 
posed registration fees directly proportional to the 
weight of the vehicle, it was necessary to take account | 
of this variation in the breakdown of fees. 

In the work of arranging vehicles and their fees in | 
uniform classifications two rigid requirements were set: | 
(1) The resulting distribution must be entirely con- 
sistent with the original data; (2) the distribution must 
also, within the limits set by the first requirement, be a 
reasonable or plausible one, conforming as closely as 
possible to the national trends. In most States there 
was surprisingly little room for guesswork if both these 
requirements were to be fulfilled. 

Little difficulty was experienced in arranging busses 
by passenger capacity; conversions from weight group- | 
ings were necessary only in a few States. 

Estimate of motor-fuel tax payments.—Any attempt 
to investigate the payments of fees and taxes by dif- 
ferent classes and sizes of motor vehicles would be very 
incomplete without some sort of estimate of the distribu- 
tion of gasoline tax payments among the several groups. 
It was decided, therefore, to make certain assumptions 
regarding the annual mileage traveled and the rate of 
fuel consumption for each type of vehicle, class of 
service, and capacity group. The table ‘“‘State Gaso- 
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line Taxes—1932”’, published by the Bureau, gives for 
each State the net tax earning and also the total gal- 
lons taxed. The procedure adopted was to compute, 
for each State, the total gallons consumed by all 
vehicles registered and tax-paid in each type, class, 
and capacity group, according to the assumptions 
made regarding annual mileage and rate of fuel con- 
sumption. The tota] gallonage thus obtained was then 
corrected by a factor to equal the taxed gallonage 
reported by that State, and the same factor was applied 
to all the individual items of gallonage. The corrected 
items were then multiplied by the tax rate to estimate 
the amounts paid by each type, class, and capacity 
group, the summation of these amounts equaling the 
total gasoline-tax earnings in that State in 1932. 

The assumptions made regarding average annual 
mileage and average rates of gasoline consumption are 
given in table 5. It is not to be supposed that these 
assumed values are arbitrary. They were arrived at as 
a result of a study of available data on the subject, and 
will be fully discussed in the complete report. The 





fact that, for each State, the computed gallonages 


were adjusted so as to add up to the total taxed gallon- 
age tends to make the individual State figures more 
nearly correct than the assumed average values. 

Allocation of special fees.—In every State but one, 
payments of registration fees were listed in the same 
detail as were the numbers of vehicles registered. Such 
was not the case with the special fees paid by for-hire 
carriers. Although many of the States listed such pay- 
ments in detail by weight or capacity groups, there 
were a considerable number which reported only totals 
for a given group of vehicles, such as common-carrier 
trucks or public-carrier busses, and a few which listed 
their special fees in even less detail. In order to give 
as complete a picture as possible of the payments by 
vehicles in each capacity group, it was decided to allo- 
cate payments of special fees in all cases where a reason- 
able basis could be found for making such a distribution. 

In general, ton-mile taxes were allocated in proportion 
to the rated capacities of the vehicles concerned; this 
procedure is in line with the assumption of the same 
average annual mileage for all trucks in a given class 
of service, regardless of capacity. Similarly, passen- 
ger-mile taxes were allocated in proportion to seating 
capacity, with the exception that busses of seven pas- 
sengers or less were given a weighting of 0.8, to allow 
for their assumed annual mileage of 20,000 as com- 
pared with 25,000 for busses of more than 7-passenger 
capacity. 

A number of States impose taxes on the basis of miles 
traveled, the rate generally increasing with the carrying 
capacity. In most of these cases the amounts paid 
were given in detail; where totals only were given, the 
allocations were made in proportion to the numbers of 
vehicles and the rates per mile. 

Receipts taxes were also allocated in proportion to 
carrying capacity. The reason for this procedure is 


| not so plain as it is in the case of ton-mile or passenger- 


mile taxes. However, if annual mileage is assumed to 
be independent of capacity, then gross tonnage hauled 
may be taken as proportional to capacity; and, in th 
absence of data to the contrary, gross receipts may in 
turn be assumed proportional to gross tonnage. 
States which imposed privilege taxes or franchise 
fees on a weight or capacity basis generally gave the 
receipts from such imposts in detail. Miscellaneous 
fees yielding small returns, such as fees for certificates 
of necessity, permit fees, application fees, etc., were 


TABLE 5.—Constants used in the computation of estima 
consumption of motor fuel by motor vehicles of different ty) 
classes of service, and rated capacities 





Assumed | 
Type of vehicle | rateof | Assumed | Ann 
and class of Rated capacity consump- yee — 
service tion of — | tion 
motor fuel | trave vel 
| 
} Miles per | 
Passengers gallon | Miles Gali 1s 
Passenger cars--.--|-..--.--. ial — 14.0 7, 000 500 
PENG. 5 ccssens kb nktepmabenaiien | 14.0 25, 000 | 786 
Motorcycles - --- -- poe ‘ Ses 35. 5 7, 000 197 
Busses: | b. 
|7 or less . eS: 14.0 |) i{ iid 
School \{8 to 20, inclusive i 10.0 |> 10, 000 000 
Over 20........ am 6.9 || 456 
7 or less aes 14.0 | 20, 000 | 429 
Commercial-.|/8 to 20, inclusive___._....-- 8.0 | 25, 000 i, 128 
\|Over 20... .-__- 5.0] 25,000 000 
Tons 
OE eae. 10.3 | di9 
| Over 1% and less than 3- 7.6 | ] 1,9 
ees 43 and less than 5.....-.----| 6.0 1 10,000 |; 1, bot 
[5 ata ears sepia: 4.9 ] 2, O24 
SON le cicicw coca wcam ancedawae 4.0 2, 454 
| 








——— 





1 For contract, and common-carrier trucks an annual travel of 15,000 n 
assumed: for tractor trucks, 20,000 miles. 


es we 
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generally allocated in proportion to the numbers of 
vehicles. 

The foregoing discussion of the methods used in ana- 
lyzing and compiling the State data brings out the fact 
that the original reports, as submitted by the Bureau’s 
statistician in each State, have been considerably mod- 
ified in order that the material in them might be pre- 
sented in a conventionalized form. All tabulations 
based on these modifications must be recognized as 
derived data. The primary data will be published in 
the complete report, and the opportunity will exist for 
any investigator to make use of any portion of the 
original data and obtain his own results, with the aid 
of such additional material as may be available. A 
special study of the conditions in any given State 
would, no doubt, make it possible to determine more 
accurately the payments made by vehicles of different 
classes and sizes in that State. It is believed, however, 
that the material as given presents a reasonable and 
accurate picture of motor-vehicle taxation in the 
United States in 1932, and that the figures for the in- 
dividual States are as near the truth as could be ob- 
tained without extension of the Bureau’s investigation 
beyond practicable limits. 

The method of analysis described in the preceding 
paragraphs resulted in a complete table for each State, 
viving, so far as the original data permitted, the 
number of registered vehicles of each type, class, and 
capacity group, and the corresponding payments of 
registration fees, gasoline taxes, and special fees and 
taxes, according to the systematic scheme which was 
adopted. From these State tables national totals, 
averages, and percentages, such as are given in tables 
| and 2, were computed. More detailed presentation 
of the national figures is given in the following pages, in 
which payments by the major types and classes of 
vehicles are taken up in turn. 

It is impossible to give the detailed figures for the 
individual States in this short digest. However, tables 
13, 14, 15, and 16 appearing at the end of the section 
dealing with State taxes, give for each State the 
essential data regarding registrations and payments of 
registration fees, special fees and taxes, and miscel- 
laneous fees. These tables give information for each 
type of vehicle and class of service, but do not give 
a break-down by capacity groups. 


ITEMS NOT CLASSIFIED OR ALLOCATED 


‘he effort to reduce all data reported by the States 
to . uniform classification was not entirely successful. 
In x number of States there were items which could 
no! by any reasonable approximation be made to fit 
int. the general scheme. Since these items continually 
ap) car in different steps of the analysis it is thought 
be-' to discuss them at this point. 

\ chieles not classified by capacity.—In cases where the 
bul. of vehicles in a given group were classified by | 
Wel ht or capacity, but a small remainder were given 
Without classification, the practice was adopted of 
Maing an approximate distribution of the unclassified 
Veli-les, generally in proportion to those classified. 

ere were, however, some cases where an entire 
gro.) of vehicles was unclassified. Under these cir- | 
cumstances there was no reasonable basis for assuming 
a disiribution by capacity. In order to account for the 
gaso'ine consumed and the gasoline taxes paid by) 
vehi ‘es not classified, estimates were made on the | 
assuliption that unclassified busses belonged to the 
Capacity group, 8 to 20 passengers, and that unclassi- | 
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fied tractor trucks belonged to the capacity group, 
over 1% and less than 3 tons. In all tabulations by 
capacity, however, unclassified vehicles are listed 
separately. 

The total number of these unclassified vehicles was 
35,608 or 0.14 percent of all vehicles registered and 
tax-paid. The total payments involved, including esti- 
mated payments of gasoline taxes, were $1,440,896, or 
0.17 percent of all State fees and taxes. 

For-hire trucks not segregated from private carriers.—In 
a few States the numbers and registration fees of con- 
tract or common carriers, or both, were tabulated with 
those of private carriers, although the numbers of such 
for-hire carriers were also listed separately, with their 
payments of special fees. In most cases it was possible, 
by computing average fees, to approximate the pay- 
ments of registration fees by the for-hire carriers, and 
tabulate them separately in the proper capacity groups. 
Exceptions occurred, however, with respect to 297 
contract-carrier trucks in Montana, 647 contract- 
carrier trucks in Oklahoma, and 172 contract-carrier 
and 2,098 common-carrier trucks in South Dakota. 
These trucks were not classified by weight or capacity, 
although the totals of all trucks in these States (in 
which these for-hire carriers were included) were so 
classified. It would have been possible to assume a 
capacity distribution for these vehicles, but it was 
believed that such a degree of approximation was 
unwarranted. Without such a distribution it was 
impossible to segregate these trucks from the classified 
lists of trucks in which they were included. The special 
fees paid by these “‘unsegregated” vehicles included 
$80,701 paid by contract carriers in Montana, Okla- 
homa, and South Dakota, and $36,971 paid by common 
carriers in South Dakota. The method of handling 
these items in the compilation of national totals and 
averages is shown in footnote 9 of table 1. 

A similar situation, even more difficult to deal with, 
occurred in the case of Tennessee. In this State it was 
reported that there were 397 for-hire carriers of prop- 
erty, including trucks, tractor trucks, trailers, and 
semitrailers, under the jurisdiction of the Railroad and 
Public Utilities Commission. Fees paid by these 
vehicles were reported as follows: 





Registration fees 
Mileage tax_- 
Inspection fees 


eee 
. 17, 383 
Lee 1, 695 


These vehicles and their payments of registration fees 
and mileage taxes were included in the tabulations of 
trucks, tractor trucks, and trailers and semitrailers 
without regard to class of service. The inspection fee 
was reported as applying to these vehicles only. How- 
ever, since they could not be classified either by type or 
by capacity, there was no way of segregating them from 
private carriers. Their payments of special fees are 
included with the ‘‘undistributed fees’, which are dis- 


' cussed in the next section. 


Undistributed fees——In addition to the items de- 
scribed in the preceding paragraphs, fees were reported 


/in a number of States which could not be allocated to 


any given numbers or groups of vehicles in the conven- 
tional scheme of classification. The total amount of 
money involved was $851,993, of which $11,536 con- 
sisted of registration fees and $840,457 of special fees 
and taxes paid by commercial carriers. 

The nature of these unallocated items will be made 
clear by a few illustrations. In Kansas a ton-mile tax 


was imposed on for-hire carriers of persons and property 
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and certain classes of private carriers. The receipts | 
from this tax in 1932, $186,153, were reported in a lump 
sum, and no reasonable basis could be found for allo- | 
cating this sum among the several classes of freight 
and passenger carriers. Similarly, in Pennsylvania, a 
receipts tax on for-hire carriers of persons and property, 
yielding $33,946, was not allocated. In Wisconsin 
contract carriers of property were not reported sep- 
arately from those privately owned and operated, | 
although the former (and certain private carriers as 
well) were required to pay a ton-mile tax and certain | 
permit fees. These payments, amounting to $246,888, 
could not be essen to any specific group of vehicles, | 
and were therefore carried as “undistributed”. In 
this same State, and in Ohio and Iowa, fees paid by out- 
of-State vehicles could not be allocated among vehicles 
of the State, although they were assigned to the proper 
classes in the national totals. 

Of the $840,457 in undistributed special fees, a total | 
of $278,151 was, in the national totals, allocated by class 
of service (but not by capacity). The remainder, 
$562,306, is listed in table 1 as ‘‘undistributed fees.” 
The footnotes to table 15 give further information on | 
these troublesome items. 


REGISTRATIONS AND PAYMENTS BY PASSENGER CARS DISCUSSED 


The total number of passenger automobiles reported 
in the 1932 survey was 20,836,362. This total includes 
77,222 taxicabs and other for-hire cars reported sep- 
arately from private passenger cars in 27 States and the 
District of Columbia. Twenty States failed to segre- 
gate taxicabs from private cars, and one State, Cali- | 
fornia, included them with light trucks. The figure 
given for passenger cars in table 1—20,759,140— 
includes for-hire cars in these 20 States. It also in- 
cludes ambulances and hearses in a number of States 
which reported such vehicles separately. Similarly, 
snowmobiles, reported by a few States, were included 
with passenger cars. Publicly owned vehicles are not 
included, except in the case of a few States which failed, 
wholly or in part, to segregate such vehicles from those 
paying regular registration fees. 

Total and average payments by passenger cars were 
as follows: 


Registration fees: 
Total payments 
Average per vehicle 
Gasoline taxes: 
Total payments 
Average per vehicle 
All fees and taxes: 
Total payments. 
Average per vehicle 


$213, 357, 330 

10. 28 

375, 082, O15 

18. 07 

. 588, 439, 345 
28. 35 

The registration fees imposed on passenger cars 
varied with the size of vehicle in all but three States, 
California and Washington, in which a fee of $3 was 
charged, and Arizona, in which the rate was $3.50. 
In the District of Columbia a $1 fee is charged against | 
all gasoline-driven automobiles. Weight was the most 
common measure of size, 30 States using it as the basis 
of fee, either alone or in combination with other factors. 
Horsepower was used as a basis in 18 States and value 
or list price in three. 

Average payments of registration fees ranged from 
$1 in the District of Columbia to $21.45 in Vermont. | 
Among the low States were Washington, with $2.94; 
California, with $3.02; Arizona, with $3.50; Massachu- | 
setts, with $3.58; and Colorado, with $4.94. States 
which exacted relatively high fees from their passenger 
ears were Oregon, in which the average payment was | 
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| Florida, with $16. 


with $32; and South Carolina, with $32. 


Florida. 
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$21; Arkansas, with $19; Connecticut, with $17; and 
Clustered about the average were 
New Jersey, Kansas, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, and 
North Dakota, all charging averages of $10 and $11. 
The method of estimating gasoline-tax payments has 
been described (see p. 190). Differences among the 
States in the estimated average payments are dependent 
on differences in the gasoline-tax rates and the average 


per-vehicle consumption of gasoline. The range in 


_gasoline-tax payments, as computed, extended from 


$9.77 in the District of Columbia to $44 in Florida. 
North Dakota was the lowest in gasoline-tax payments 
other than the District of Columbia, with an average 
for passenger cars of $10.32. Among the high States 
were Tennessee, with $36; Georgia, with $35; Arkansas, 
In Tennessee 
and Florida the rate is 7 cents per gallon; in the others 
mentioned as high States the rate is 6 cents. 

In total payments the District of Columbia, with a 
$1 registration fee and a gasoline-tax rate of 2 cents 
per gallon, is naturally the minimum with an average 
payment of $10.77. California comes next, with $19. 
The largest payments were found in Florida, $60; 
Arkansas, $50; Georgia, $48; and Tennessee, $47. 
New York, Connecticut, Arizona, and Texas were 
within $1 of the national average of $28.35. 


TAXICAB PAYMENTS GENERALLY HIGHER THAN THOSE FOR 
PRIVATE PASSENGER VEHICLES 

Nearly all of the 27 States which reported taxicabs 
charged heavier registration fees against them than 
against private passenger cars. In Colorado, Georgia, 
Maryland, Nevada, Oregon, Vermont, and the District 
of Columbia, the rates were the same as for private cars. 
In all except Maryland and the District of Columbia, 


O77 


however, the average payments by taxicabs exceeded 


those of private cars. 
The total and average fees paid by the 
“abs reported separately were as follows: 
Registration fees: 
Total payments 
Average per vehicle 
Gasoline taxes: 
Total payments 
Average per vehicle 
Special fees _ ; 
All fees and taxes: 
Total payments 
Average per vehicle 


am oer 


77,222 taxi- 


$1, 368, 148. 00 

17. 72 
4, 682, 742. 00 
eae 60. 64 
4) 117, 997. 00 


__. 6, 168, 887. 00 
79. 89 

The average for special fees is not given, as they 
were imposed in only a few States. 

After the District of Columbia, Colorado charged thie 
minimum registration fees, with an average of $5.!3 
for taxicabs, Maryland following with $7.36. The 
maximum occurred in West Virginia, in which the 
average payment was $59. In North Carolina it was 
$55 and in Connecticut, $46. 

Average payments of all fees and taxes by taxicabs 
ranged from $50 in the District of Columbia to $200 in 
Among the low States were North Dakota, 
with $59, and New Jersey and New York, with »70. 

Gasoline-tax payments by taxicabs were estimated 
on the basis of an average annual mileage of 25.()00 
miles. (See table 5.) There is no point in discuss- 


ing these payments, as they are proportional to the 
payments reported for passenger cars in the Siates 
represented. 

Special fees and taxes paid by taxicabs or other cals 
for hire were reported in six States and the District of 
Columbia, the total payments amounting to $117.99". 
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These special taxes included a receipts tax in Arizona, 
an occupation tax on U-Drive-It systems in Geergia, 
special-license taxes in Nevada, Oregon, and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, fees for certificates of convenience 
and necessity in North Dakota, and a privilege tax in 
Tennessee. Details of the payments are given in the 
first two columns of figures in table 15. Taxicabs also 
participated in the payment of the receipts tax in 
Pennsylvania, previously mentioned, but their pay- 
ments could not be segregated from those of other 
vehicles. 
BUSSES REPORTED IN THREE CLASSES 


In the instructions to the statisticians who collected 
the data on State motor-vehicle taxes, it Was requested 
that busses be reported in three classes—(1) school and 
private busses, (2) sight-seeing and other contract- 
carrier busses, and (3) public-carrier busses. All of 
the 16 States which reported tax-paid busses in the 
first class deseribed them as school busses. It is to be 
inferred that privately owned and operated busses such 
as those owned by factories, real-estate developers, and 
various private institutions, were reported with other 
registration Classifications. 

Nine States reported busses in all three classes. 
Seven States reported tax-paid school busses, but did 
not segregate sight-seeing or contract-carrier busses 
from other classes of vehicles. Ten States and the 
District of Columbia reported busses in the contract- 
sight-seeing class, but did not report tax-paid school 
busses. The remaining States failed to report any 
tax-paid school busses or to segregate sight-seeing and 
contract-carrier busses from other registration classi- 
fications. Commercially operated busses, either public 
carriers or a combination of public and contract car- 
riers, were reported in all the States. 

The numbers of busses reported in the three classi- 
fications in the 1932 survey were as follows: 
ne, 3 Fn So I a A es ee 
Contract-carrier busses, including sight-seeing 
Publie-earrier busses 


+= Osta 
3, 314 
: . 36, 325 


ns Te at ra aes ase ee ee Se a ee 49, 452 


It should be remembered that only tax-paid school 
busses are included in the survey total. No attempt 
was made to obtain an accurate count of publicly 
owned or tax-exempt school busses. Approximately 
12,700 publicly owned busses were reported by the 
States. It was apparent, however, that the reporting 
of publicly owned and tax-exempt vehicles was very 
incomplete. Other sources * indicate that the number 
of school busses in operation in 1932 was between 
60,000 and 70,000. 

The number of busses reported as engaged in com- 
mereial operations (sight-seeing, contract, and public- 
carrier) was 39,639. In a number of States, including 
Georgia, Mississippi, Ohio, South Carolina, Texas, and 
possibly others, busses operating in cities were not re- 
ported separately or as public carriers, but were in- 
cluded in other classifications, particularly passenger 
ears and trucks. The figure given by Bus Transporta- 
tion for commercial or ‘‘revenue’’ busses was 42,348. 
City busses were given separately in this tabulation; 
and in the five States mentioned above 1,518 city 
busses were reported. 
two surveys appears sufficiently close when it is re- 
meiibered that the Bus Transportation figures were 


—— 


——" transportation, February 1933, McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Inc., New 


1 ‘ity; and Circular No. 132, Office of Education, United States Department of 
nte 


rior, Consolidation of Schools and Transportation of Pupils, 1931-32, by 
David T. Blose. 


88397—34——-2 


PUBLIC ROADS 1 


‘for hire, particularly public carriers. 


| 


Oo 


obtained very largely from operating companies, while 
those obtained in this survey were taken from State 
records, which frequently do not separate all vehicles 
operating as busses from other classifications. 


BUS REGISTRATION RATES VARIED WIDELY 


In the 16 States which reported tax-paid school busses, 
they were commonly registered according to weight or 
capacity, although in several States flat fees were 
charged, ranging from $2 per vehicle in Massachusetts 
to $75 per vehicle in West Virginia. In general, sight- 
seeing and contract-carrier busses were registered at 
considerably higher rates than school busses and not 
infrequently the fees corresponded to those paid by 
public-carrier busses 

In all States (the District of Columbia excepted) the 
registration fees imposed on public-carrier busses were 
graduated to increase with the size of the vehicle. 
Weight, either alone or in combination with other 
factors, Was a common basis of registration, 9 States 
reporting a gross-weight and 15 a net-weight besis. 
Seating capacity appeared as a basis of registration 
fee in 27 States; in 10 of these capacity alone was the 
basis, while in the remainder it was used in combina- 
tion with other factors. 

There was great variety in the rates of fees imposed, 
even in those States in which registration fees were 
based on the same factors. In the seven States which 
used gross weight as a single basis of taxation, the 
minimum rate reported was that in Nevada, 30 cents 
per 100 pounds. In Vermont the rate was $1 per 100 
pounds, and in Delaware, 40 cents. In New Hamp- 
shire, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Texas the rate itself 
varied with the weight; the highest rate reported was 
$4 per 100 pounds, charged in Texas against busses 
having 4 gross weight of more than 28,000 pounds. 

In the six States basing registration fees on net weight 
alone, the fees varied from 50 cents to $2.25 per 100 
pounds, the latter rate being charged in Ohio fo- that 
portion of the weight of the vehicle in excess of 10,000 
pounds. 

Where capacity was the basis of registration fees, 
the rates charged varied so widely for busses ot different 
sizes that a direct comparison of rates is not feasible. 
An example may be given, however. In the 10 States 
registering busses on the basis of capacity alone, 30- 
passenger busses were required to pay registration fees 
varying from $18 in Missouri to $180 in Indiana. 


SPECIAL FEES IMPORTANT FACTOR IN TAXATION OF BUSSES 


In addition to registration fees the majority of States 
imposed some form of special tax on busses operated 
In four States 
the special tax was imposed in lieu of registration fees, 
a receipts tax in California and passenger-mile taxes in 
Maryland, West Virginia, and South Carolina. 

Mileage, ton-mile, and passenger-mile taxes —Taxes 
based on the operations of public-carrier busses were 
imposed in 19 States and the District of Columbia. 
Mileage taxes—i.e., those in which the charge is 
directly proportional to the miles traveled—were found 





in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, 


The agreement between the | New Jersey, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and 


the District of Columbia. In all except New Jersey 
and the District of Columbia, the rate per mile increased 
with the seating capacity. In Florida, for example, the 
rate was }4 cent per mile for busses of 10 passengers or 
less, 4 cent per mile for 11 to 20 passengers, and 1 cent 
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| 
for more than 20 passengers. In New Jersey the tax | tomarily in urban service only, and those operating on 
was levied against interstate busses only. ‘the rural roads. Thus, in New York, city busses, 
Taxes assessed at a constant rate against operations | termed ‘‘special-franchise’’ busses, paid registration 
in terms of ton-miles or passenger-miles were found in | fees at a flat rate of $10 each, while interurban busses 
10 States. In Wyoming, Colorado, and Utah, the rates | paid fees ranging from $30.50 for those seating 8 to 10 
were based on the actual number of passengers carried | passengers, to $67.50 plus $2 for each seat over 30 for 
times the actual miles each as carried. In Wyoming | those seating 31 passengers or more. The receipts tax 
the rate was % cent per passenger-mile; in Colorado, | 


in North Carolina was imposed only on interurban 
¥%) cent; and in Utah, \ cent on hard-surfaced roads and | busses; in lieu of this tax city busses were charged 
i) cent on other roads. 


heavier registration fees than the interurban busses. In 
In all other States using this form of tax the rate was | Georgia city busses were exempted from the payment of 
based either on passenger capacity or on the gross | certificate fees, permit fees, and mileage taxes imposed 
weight of vehicle, plus capacity load, allowing 150) on interurban public carriers, but were required to pay 
pounds per passenger. The former basis was used in| an occupation tax. Similar exemptions or separate 


Maryland, Oregon, South Carolina, and West Vir-| provisions for city busses were found in South Carolina, 


ginia; the latter in Iowa, Kansas, and Wisconsin. The} Ohio, Wisconsin, Kansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mis- 

rates per passenger seat-mile varied from as low as| sissippi, Texas, New Mexico, and Oregon. 

¥, cent in South Carolina to \; cent in West Virginia. | Pare Bt as 

The rate per ton-mile in Iowa was \ cent; in Kansas, | ee Sree See 

%y cent; and in Wisconsin }io cent. A total of $211,633 was paid in registration fees by 
Mileage taxes were imposed on contract and sight- | the 9,813 tax-paid school busses. Estimated payments 

seeing busses in Florida and Oklahoma, and in Utah | of gasoline taxes were $384,393. Average payments of 

such vehicles participated in the payment of the pas- | registration fees ranged from a rate of $2 in Massa- 

senger-mile tax. chusetts to an average of $128, paid by school busses 
Receipts tares.—Ten States—Arizona, Arkansas, Cali- | carrying over 20 passengers in Oregon. In some States 

fornia, Connecticut, Idaho, North Carolina, Pennsyl-| publicly owned school busses were charged nominal 

vania, South Dakota, Virginia, and Washington—im- | fees, varying from 25 cents to $1. In most States the 

posed fees in the form of a percentage tax on the reve- fees were graduated according to seating capacity or 

nues derived from the operations of public-carrier| weight. Average payments by the three capacity 

busses within the State. The receipts tax was imposed | groups were as follows: 

in addition to the registration fee in all these States ex- | 


“ ‘ adie 3 7 passengers or less: 
cept California, where the tax.was in lieu of registration 


Registration fees- z — ee CC 
fees, and North Carolina, where the registration fee was ree SC 
credited on the amount collectible in receipts taxes. All fees and taxes_________- ee 32. 77 
The rates varied from eight-tenths of 1 percent in ; 
Pennsylvania to 6 percent in North Carolina. “— ee a4 85 

Other _—— fees.—Special fees other than receipts | Gneoline adionggienas Se ae as eee ae ee 
taxes and those based on mileage were reported by 17 | all ati cai Unseen . lee 
States in the case of public-carrier busses and by 3 | = 


States and the District of Columbia in the case of | Over 20 passengers: 


sight-seeing or contract-carrier busses. Although 0g hong : ste owes - a 
. . as > ces os ahi ss o, ‘ 
imposed under various names, such fees may be roughly ; an el —— 

divided into three classes. ees and taxes a lniacts ------- HL. 54 


Most numerous were fees required for the issuance of | 
certificates of convenience and necessity, or for equiva- 
lent permits to operate, which were imposed in Ala- 


In table 6 is given a summary, by capacity groups, of 
the registrations, total payments, and average payments 


of contract and public-carrier busses. Associated with 

bama, Georgia, Kentucky, Minnesota, New Mexico, each class of fee is the number of vehicles in each capac- 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, Wis-| ity group concerned in the payment of such fees 
consin, and Wyoming. Certificate fees are usually | Special fees are divided into three classes, (1) mileage 
nominal flat fees which are paid when the certificate is | ton-mile, and passenger-mile taxes, (2) receipts taxes 
applied for, and are not generally assessed annually. | and (3) other special fees: This latter class include 
As ordinarily issued, the certificate empowers a company | franchise, privilege or special license taxes, permit fee: 
to operate over a specified route or routes, and the fee | and fees for certificates of convenience and necessity. 
is independent of the number of vehicles to be operated. | _—In table 6 all the averages are based on the number | 

A second class of fees were those charged for permits vehicles involved in the payments tabulated. In ce - 
to operate, at a flat rate per vehicle. Such fees, tain cases, covered by footnotes, the total number 
were charged against public-carrier busses in Georgia, vehicles involved is not known, and the average = 
Montana, and Wisconsin, the rates being $25, $10,| omitted. It may be observed that certain of te 
and $40, respectively. Sight-seeing busses in the! averages computed in this manner differ from th: 
District of Columbia paid a $100 fee. given in table 1, which are based on all the vehic 's 

A number of States imposed, under various names, | registered in a given class or group. For example, | \ 
special-license taxes which varied with the weight or | average payment of registration fees by public-cari er 
capacity of the vebicle, in much the same manner as| busses, based on the total of 36,325 public-cari er 
registration fees. Such fees were imposed on public- busses registered, was $84; based on the 33,246 bu- es 
carrier busses in Michigan, Nevada, Ohio, Tennessee, | which actuall paid registration fees, the average is > !2. 
and Texas; and on contract and sight-seeing busses in | Average gasoline-tax payments and the averages o! all 
Oklahoma and Oregon. | fees and taxes are, of course, the same in all tables. 

City busses.—In a number of States a distinction was} The payments by busses in individual States «re 
made between busses operated exclusively or cus-| given in tables 14 and 15. Average payment of 
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TABLE 6.—State taxes imposed on contract- and public-carrier busses in 1932; national totals and averages 


.— " | 
| | Estimated payments 











Registration fees 


Registration fees and motor- | Mileage, ton-mile or passenger- 

















| ‘ 
| of motor-fuel taxes fuel taxes | mile taxes 
Number | ee eee callable 
Rated capacity regis- | = = | 
| tered | | Average | Number Asnount Average | Number Average | Number Amount | Average 
| | Amount per 7) collected per | 0 Amount | per | of collected | _ Pet 
| vehicle | vehicles — vehicle | vehicles | vehicle | vehicles | ~ | vehicle 
se | EEA Pasencd, Mews M ae ch Re Btveaiee dow aa 
Passengers | | | 
Contract, including sight-seeing: } | , 
eas | 1, 862 $99,113 | $53. 23 | 1, 862 $22,077 | $11. 86 1, 862 $121, 190 $65. 09 61 $1, 990 2. 62 
Sto 20 incusive................. ' 477 65, 626 137. 58 | 477 18, 493 | 38. 77 477 84, 119 | 176. 35 j 33 | 2, 530 76. 67 
gk SE AS Speen © 490 120,136 | = 245. 18 | 490 43,197 | 88. 16 490 163, 333 333. 34 26 | 4, 538 | 174. 54 
Total classified _ .___- ieee ae 284,875 | 100.70 2, 829 83, 767 29. 61 2,829 |  368,642| 130.31, 120 | 9,058 | 75. 48 
Not classified by capacity !_...--| 485 46, 908 | 96. 72 | 455 73, 628 151. 81 485 120,536 | 248.53 |....- ee |e ee ot eases 
Ear caer. aes eae 3,314 | 331,783 | 100.12 | 3,314 157,395 | 47.49 3,314 | 489,178 | 147.61 120 9,058 | 75,48 
Public carrier: | | | | | | } } 
inet igh itas Seo an ann 3, 630 | 190, 593 52. 50 ! 3, 348 93, 787 28. 01 3, 630 284, 380 78. 34 | 1, 936 | 55, 472 28. 65 
Ste 2k, ineusive.............-..: 7,176 | 883, 604 | 123. 13 | 6, 400 411,815 | 64. 35 7, 176 1, 295, 419 180. 52 | 1, 533 224, 335 146. 34 
eee ee 4, 234, 921 | 170.26 | 22,958 2, 467, 390 | 107. 47 24, 873 6, 702, 311 269. 46 2, 873 | 780, 380 275. 11 
Total classified.............-.-- | 35,679 | 5,309,118 | 148.80) 32,706 | 2, 972, 992 90.90 35,679 | 8, 282, 110 232.13 | 6,342 | 1,070,187 | 168.75 
Not classified by capacity !_._._- | 646 } 73, 138 | 113. 22 | 540 65, 659 121. 59 646 138,797 | 214.86 106 28, 896 272. 60 
Undistributed fees ?__._......-- b esianhaiicia a= Se | Ee Sener BOON ficsencccanchsweeeaeens 106, O08 L...22 
ates cddbiceeetuntcecus 36, 325 5, 382, 256 | 148. 17 33, 246 3, 047, 669 | 91. 67 36,325 | 8,429,925 232. 07 S6,468' | 1/208; 782: |... nc; 
| | | 





Franchise fees, certificate fees, 


Receipts taxes 
cial fees 


Rated capacity . . - 
Number | 


| Average ; Number 








and other miscellaneous spe- 


All special fees All fees and taxes 














Average | Number Average | Number | Average 
of ve- —_ | per ve- | of ve- a= — per ve- | of ve- a. per ve- of ve- | Amount per ve- 
hicles | hicle | hicles hicle hicles hicle hicles hicle 

Passengers 
} 
: : | | 
Contract, including sight-seeing: | | | 
7 or less. -------..---------+------|---------- 192 $2,525 | $13.15 225 | $4,515 | $20.07} 1,862] $125, 705 $67.51 
8 to 20, inclusive............. 24 780 32. 50 | 52 | 3,310 | 63.65 | 477 87, 429 183. 29 
Over 20 ioe 51 | 5, 009 98. 22 | 72 | 9,547 | 132.60 | 490 | 172, 880 352. 82 
~ } — —— _ - _ ~ ——| -_—_————_ —— |—— —_—_— —$————— ‘ampere oo _— SS 
Total classified _- eaaae se 267 8, 314 | 31.14 349 | 17, 372 49. 78 2, 829 386, 014 136. 45 
Not classified by capacity !- .-- en = ioomam : Sees oe 485 120, 536 248. 53 
ae - = -_ eens aA : incuba ener a, Cre Le Se, me Eee 
Total... . A Se Seo ae 267 8, 314 | 31. 14 | 349 17, 372 49.78 3,314 506, 550 | 152. 85 
Public carrier: ie | ; , 5 ay ain tng 
7 or less-_-_.-- 529 | $26, 005 $49. 16 665 14, 479 | 21.77 2, 876 95, 956 33. 36 3, 630 380, 336 | 104. 77 
& to 20, inclusive * } 1, 150 116, 031 100. 90 1, 584 47, 018 | 29. 68 3, 646 387, 384 106. 25 7,176 1, 682, 803 | 234. 50 
i ) a ----} 2, 727 596, 853 | 218. 87 2, 124 118, 184 55. 64 7, 156 1, 505, 417 210. 37 24,873 | 8, 207, 728 329. 98 
Total classified _- . 4, 406 | 738, 889 | 167.70 4,373 179, 681 41.09 13, 678 1, 988, 757 145. 40 35, 679 | 10, 270, 867 287. 80 
Not classified by capacity !_-- oa Se TAS 540 64,736 | 119.88 646 93, 632 144. 94 ! 646 | 232, 429 359. 87 
Undistributed fees ?__. _ ‘ 50, 179 ‘ ° 204, 827 pouane : 213, 845 Sechadect 
ER takdatanidinnanie xs 4, 406 | 738, 889 167. 70 44,913 294, 596 5 14, 324 2, 287, 216 36, 325 | 10, 717, 141 295. 03 
| 
| See p. 191. 


+ See pp. 191 and 192. 


* Does not include unknown number of busses in Tennessee paying mileage taxes of $72,288, and unknown number of interstate busses paying mileage taxes of $79,802 


n New Jersey. 


fees’ on preceding line. 
' See footnotes 4 and 5. 


_ 


ristration fees by public-carrier busses varied from $1 
in the District of Columbia and $11 in Montana to 
$18 in Minnesota. Other States in which the pay- 
ments were high were Wisconsin, with $492; Florida, 
w th $255; and Idaho, with $252. 

Payments of special fees by public-carrier busses, 
ne including items in Pennsylvania, Kansas, and New 
M>xico, which were not segregated from payments 
by other carriers, were $2,287,216. Mileage, ton-mile, 
ani passenger-mile taxes were the most lucrative, the 
re\cnues from this form of taxation totaling $1,253,731. 
It s apparent that special taxes formed a significant 
part of the total payments by busses. In a few States 
the payments were very high. Payments of ton-mile 
taxes by public-carrier busses in Iowa averaged $656 
per vehicle; the mileage tax in Florida yielded $242 per 
bus: the receipts tax in California (imposed in lieu of 


registration fees) produced an average payment of 
$26). 


table 6. 


These amounts are included in ‘‘ Undistributed fees’’ on preceding line. : 
* Does not include unknown number of busses in Tennessee paying privilege taxes of $8,510 and inspection fees of $10,263. 


These amounts are included in ‘‘ Undistributed 


In the payments of all fees and taxes, including 
registration fees, gasoline taxes, and special fees, the 
highest average was found in Iowa. Public-carrier 
busses in that State paid an average of $932 per vehicle. 
This is an average for lowa-licensed vehicles, payments 
by out-of-State vehicles having been eliminated from 
the computation. Other States in which the payments 
were high were Wisconsin, with $828; Florida, with 
$772; Minnesota, with $638; and Tennessee, with $540. 
Payments were relatively low in Montana, in which 
the average was $112. Other States with low averages 
were Colorado, with $114; North Dakota, with $155; 
and the District of Columbia, with $175. 

The averages given above are for all busses in the 
States concerned, and their magnitudes are naturally 
affected by the relative numbers of light and heavy 
busses. That the scale of payments increased rapidly 


with the size of bus is evident from an inspection of 
A few examples will serve to point the fact 
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more clearly. In Minnesota busses having capacity of 
more than 20 passengers paid in registration fees an 
average of $564 per vehicle; in Wisconsin the average 
was $543. Average payments of all fees and taxes by 
busses in this class in Minnesota were $692; in Florida, 
$861; in Wisconsin, $901; in lowa, $1,212. 


COMPARISON OF FEES REQUIRED FOR TYPICAL PUBLIC-CARRIER 
BUS OPERATION 


In order to show the extremes of variation in tax 
payments required of public-carrier busses under com- 
parable operating conditions, an example has been 
computed to show the State fees and taxes which would 
have been paid in 1932 by a 30-passenger bus operating 
25,000 miles. The States selected for comparison 
were Rhode Island, New York, Florida, Michigan, and 
Oregon. 

The net weight of the 30-passenger bus is taken as 
10,700 pounds, and the gross weight, at 150 pounds per 
passenger, is 15,200 pounds. At an assumed rate of 
5 miles per gallon of gasoline, the bus would consume 
5,000 gallons per year. The rates of fees required in 
the 5 States are given in the following paragraphs. 

Rhode Island: A registration fee of $46 plus $2 per passenger 
seat and a gasoline tax of 2 cents per gallon. 

New York: A registration fee of $67.50 and a gasoline tax of 
cents from January 1 to February 29 and 3 cents beginning 
March 1, the average payment for the vear being approximately 
2.86 cents per gallon. : 

Florida: A registration fee of $2 per 100 pounds net weight 
plus $20 per passenger seat, a gasoline tax of 7 cents per gallon, 
and a car-mile tax of 1 cent per mile. 

Michigan: A registration fee of $1.25 per 100 pounds net 
weight, a gasoline tax of 3 cents per gallon, and a public utility 
permit fee of $1 per 100 pounds net weight. ; 

Oregon: A registration fee of $1.10 per 100 pounds net weight, 
a gasoline tax of 4 cents per gallon, and a passenger-mile tax of 
0.5 mill per capacity seat-mile. 


9 


In the case of Florida, in which the required pay- | 


ments were the highest, the items making up the total 
are as follows: 


Registration fee __ $814 
Gasoline tax_ _- 350 
Car-mile tax _ 250 

Total_ ue Rye 


The total payments which would be required in the 
five States chosen for comparison, arranged in descend- 
ing order of magnitude, are given below: 


Florida __ 


out $1, 414. 00 
Oregon __ 692. 70 
Michigan __ 390. 75 
New York__-_ 210. 50 
Rhode Island_. 206. 00 


PAYMENTS BY TRUCKS AND OTHER FREIGHT_VEHICLES ANALYZED | 


In the instructions to statisticians it was requested 
that freight vehicles be reported in three groups, trucks, 
tractor trucks, and trailers and semitrailers. Only 23 
States, however, reported tractor trucks separately 
from trucks, and in several of these there was evidence 
that the figures were incomplete. In general, tractor 


trucks are registered and taxed on much the same basis | 


as trucks, and no separate data regarding them are 
given in this digest. Trailers and semitrailers weve 
reported by all States except two—Kentucky and 
Oklahoma. In Kentucky full trailers are prohibited 
units are registered as trucks. 
s no registration of trailers in 


and tractor-semitrailer 
In Oklahoma there wa 
1932. 
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In every State (the District of Columbia excepted) 
the registration fees of trucks were graduated so as to 
increase with the size of vehicle. In contrast to passen- 
ger cars and busses, for which weight was the most 
common basis of registration fee, trucks were registered 
according to carrying capacity in the majority of the 
Statesin 1932. Capacity, alone or in combination with 
a flat fee, weight, or horsepower, appears in 26 States 
as the basis of registration fee for privately owned and 
operated trucks. Twenty-two States registered trucks 
according to weight, the basis being gross weight in 
11 States, net weight in 8 States, and chassis weight in 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota, and Idaho. A flat fee 
in combination with weight or capacity appeared as the 
basis in 6 States. Maryland was the only State which 
imposed fees according to horsepower alone; but horse- 
power in combination with capacity was reported in 
Tennessee and Louisiana. Minnesota alone used value 
as a basis. 

Registration fees for private trucks were modified 
according to age or the number of previous registrations 
in 5 States, although in Mississippi reduction of fee for 
age was applied only to trucks of less than 2!; tons 
‘apacity, and was effective only after July 1, 1932. 

Space does not permit a tabulation or full discussion 
of the registration fees imposed on trucks. For present 
purposes a comparison of the rates in a few States in 
different parts of the country will serve to illustrate the 
/variety and range in the registration fees charged 
against trucks in 1932. In all cases the rates given are 
for 4-wheel, pneumatic-tired trucks. 

Capacity States.—In Connecticut the rates varied 
from $15 for a }!.-ton truck to $217.50 for a 6's-ton 
truck, with $75 additional for each ton or fraction 
thereof over 6'; tons. In Georgia, the fees ranged from 
$15 for 1 ton or less to $1,125 for 7 tons or over. In 
Missouri trucks of less than 2 tons capacity paid $10.50; 
those of 7 and less than 8 tons capacity paid $36, and 
$15 was paid for each ton in excess of 8. In Oklahoma 
$15 was paid by trucks having a capacity of three- 
fourths of a ton or less, and $300 by all of over 4 tons. 
In Utah the rates varied from $5 for a ':-ton truck to 
$100 for a 5-ton truck, with $50 additional for each ton 
over 5. 

Gross-weight States—In Massachusetts the fee 
charged was 15 cents per 100 pounds weight of the 
vehicle and its maximum carrying capacity, with a 
minimum fee of $6. In North Carolina, the rates, 
although based on gross weight, varied with the rated 
‘capacity. For trucks of 2 tons capacity or less the 
rate was 55 cents per 100 pounds, gross weight; fo! 
2 tons to 3 tons the rate was 70 cents per 100 pounds 
for more than 3 tons, the rate was $1 per 100 pounds 
The minimum fee was $15. In Illinois the rates varie: 
from $10 for trucks having a gross weight of 3,000 
pounds or less to $150 for gross weights between 20,00: 
and 24,000 pounds. In Texas a rate of 40 cents per 
100 pounds ‘was charged for gross weights of 6,000) 
pounds or less. The rate increased with the weig!:| 
until it reached $4 per. 100 pounds for weights over 
26,000 pounds. 

Net-weight States—In New York a flat rate of $)2 
was charged for trucks weighing less than 1,800 pouncs. 
For other trucks a rate of 80 cents per 100 pounds ret 
weight was charged. In Florida trucks weighing 4,())0 
pounds or less paid 75 cents per 100 pounds; trucks 





vo 


_weighing over 4,000 pounds paid $2 per 100 poun . 


|In Michigan the rate varied from 65 cents per 
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pounds for trucks weighing 2,500 pounds 


less to 
$1.25 


per 100 pounds for those weighing over 6,000 


pounds. In California there was a flat fee of $3, to | 
which were added fees ranging up to $50 for the 
heaviest weights permitted for 4-wheel trucks. Those 


weighing less than 3,000 pounds paid only the flat fee. 
NATIONAL FIGURES FOR TRUCKS FOR 1932 SHOWN 


National totals, averages, and percentages for trucks 
and tractor trucks, and for trailers and semitrailers, are 
given in table 7. The tabulation includes, for each 
capacity group, the number registered and tax paid and 
total and average payments of gasoline taxes, registra- 
tion fees, special fees (without averages), and all fees 
and taxes. The percentage distribution of numbers 
registered and fees paid among the several capacity 
groups Is also given. 

The total number of freight-carrying vehicles regis- 
tered in 1932 was 3,644,591, or 14.80 percent of all 
vehicles registered ie tax-paid in that vear. The 
total of all State fees and taxes paid by these vehicles 
was $203,866,943, or 25.12 percent of all payments 
charged directly against motor vehicles in 1932 

Of all trucks and tractor trucks registered in 1932, 
83.05 percent were light-weight vehicles, having rated 
capacities of 1'4 tons or less. The percentage decreases 
steadily with the size of vehicle, except for the last 
bracket group, which contains all trucks of more than 
5 tons capacity. 

In the payments of fees and taxes the percentages 
were much different. Five-ton trucks and tractor 
trucks, which constituted only 0.88 percent of those 
registered, accounted for 1.54 percent of the gasoline 
taxes and 3.91 percent of the registration fees paid in 
1932 by all trucks and tractor trucks.* Those of more 
than 5 tons capacity, which included only 1.37 percent 
of the vehicles, contributed 4.41 percent of all State 
fees and taxes paid by trucks. 

This variation of fee payments with capacity is 
shown more clearly by the averages given in table 7. 
Average registration fees varied from $16 in the lowest 
capacity group to $114 paid by those of more than 5 
tons capacity; and average gasoline-tax payments 
ranged from $36 to SS1. 

Similar relations are shown in the trailer payments. 
The fees imposed on trailers are, in the majority of 
States, considerably less than those imposed on trucks. 
This is particularly true in the case of very light trailers, 
as is shown by the fact that those having capacities of 
|. tons or less paid average registration fees of only 
$3.34. However, there is a sharp rise in average pay- 
ments with capacity, until we find those of more than 
5 tons capacity charged with average registration fees 
of $71, and total payments of $92 

The excess registration fees of $500,807, paid by 
contract and common carriers, and the special fees of 
$2,585,161, which were also, for the most part, the 
contribution of for-hire carriers, play no great part in 
the total payments by trucks and trailers. They are 
included in table 7 to complete the record, and are 
taken up in detail in the section dealing with contract 
ani! common carriers. 


DISTRIBUTION OF TRUCKS BY CAPACITY GROUPS 


In table 8 all trucks and tractor trucks and trailers 


and semitrailers registered in each State in 1932 are 
isted by capacity groups. While this table is useful 


dis Unless otherwise specified the word “trucks”, when used subsequently in this 
aiseu 


ion, refers to trucks and tractor trucks. 
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COMPARISON OF AVERAGE PAYMENTS OF STATE FEES AND 
TAXES IN 1932 BY PRIVATE PASSENGER CARS AND BY TRUCKS 
AND TrRaAcToR TrucKS OF DIFFERENT RATED CAPACITIES. 


chiefly for reference purposes 
facts may be gleaned from it. Of particular interest 
is the distribution of trucks by capacity in different 
States and in the several regional groups. In those 
States which are predominantly rural the percentage 
of light trucks was very high, and there were relatively 
few having capacities of 3 


certain significant 


tons or more. In seven 
States, Vermont, South Carolina, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Tennessee, Montana, and Wyoming, 


none had a capacity of more than 5 
trucks were found in all States, 
or less in South Carolina, 


tons. Five-ton 
but the number was 20 


Georgia, North Dakota, 


South Dakota, Alabama, Arkansas, Wyoming, and 
New Mexico. 
COMPARISONS RELATING TO THE NUMBERS OF HEAVY TRUCKS 


AND THE FEES IMPOSED 
In the complete report considerable space is devoted 
to a discussion of the relative numbers and percentages 
of heavy trucks registered in different States, and to 
consideration of the question whether or not the 
imposition of high registration fees upon such vehicles, 
particularly when accompanied by high gasoline tax 
rates, tends to discourage the registration of such 
vehicles and, in consequence, to reduce the revenues 
derived from them. It is not possible, in this short 
digest, to reproduce this discussion, but we may set 
down the main points established, with sufficient illus- 
trative material to indicate the trend of the analysis. 
As would be expected, the dominant factor deter- 
mining the relative numbers or percentages of heavy 
trucks registered in different States is the comparative 
industrial and commercial development of the States 
concerned. The highly developed States of the East, 
and the Pacific coast have many 


heavy trucks. Relatively few are found in the North- 


western and Mountain States and in most of the States 
of the South, although in a few of the sparsely populated 


States, such as Nev ada, the percentage of heavy trucks 
is high. 
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TABLE 7.—State taxes imposed on freight vehicles in 1932; national totals, averages, and percentages 






































| semanas wae oF maten-toet Regular registration fees ! 
. Percentage = ee _ 
Rated capacity Poses distribu- | | 
- -erce age iy age 
tion Amount Average meg Amount } Average | weeomioae 
, per vehicle t collected | per vehicle : 
| | ion | tion 
iene es = aed 
Tons | 
Trucks and tractor trucks: | } | 
146 and less____-- Pane : Se ES | 2, 681, 985 | 83.05 | $96, 990, 409 $36. 16 76. 64 : , $15. 42 58. 43 
Over 114 and less than 3__- : saa ; 341, 285 | 10.57 | 15, 812, 494 46. 33 12. 49 ; . 474 | 37. 96 18. 30 
3 and less than 5. ee ; ; ; 128, 938 | 3.99} 7,721, 581 59. 89 6. 10 66. 71 12.15 
Dene ese awes wane ee ele n2PS 28, 544 | 88 1, 943, 828 | 68. 10 1. 54 | 97.11 3.92 
DU Bivscecase : : = : lod oesicen 44, 056 1.37 | 3, 573, 972 | 81.12 2.82 5, 013, 807 | 113.81 7.09 
Total classified ‘ : : : 3, 224, 808 99. 86 126, 042, 284 | 39. 09 99.59 | 70, 694, 372 21. 92 | 99, 89 
Not classified by capacity ° : se 4,507 | 14 519, 385 115. 24 41 77, 657 17. 23 | ea 
Other undistributed fees *_____- i swat - 2, 518 | 00 
ae 3, 229, 315 100.0) | 126, 561, 669 39.19 100. 00 70, 774, 547 | 21. 92 | 100. 00 
Trailers and semitrailers: | 
i) a se 326, 183 78. 55 1, 083, 073 3. 32 31.44 
Over 114 and less than 3____- ‘ ; = 25, 705 6.19 344, 698 13. 41 10. 01 
3 and less than 5______- i PSE 23, 781 5.73 837, 210 35. 20 24. 30 
| MESES iin sinteniret eke vases nen ee 6, 372 1. 53 364, 700 57. 23 10. 59 
REESE eas aa =e sickle Same 8,714 2.10 610, 539 70. 06 | 17. 72 
ta cn er ascieeain pera ancbaicirekeiek = 390, 755 94.10 3, 240, 220 | 8. 29 | 94. 06 
Not classified by capacity... _-. adabekhs cota 24, 521 5. 90 204, 539 | 8. 34 | 5.94 
Sis cota cnennas SR nt Re ea LS ae SS 415, 276 100. 00 3, 444, 759 | 8. 30 | 100. 00 
BS a a Se ee a ee Ea 3, 644, 591 a 126, 561, 669 39. 19 74, 219, 306 20. 36 | 








| 

























Total registration fees All fees and taxes 






“xcess — ——---- . = 
Exces Special fees 






Rated capacity | registra- > . ~ ! Parca 
| tion fees! | Amount Average | —— and taxes ? eiaaiaia Average | eee 
» » > "eo ‘lea > eo ‘le . 
| collected per vehicle | tion per vehicle | tion 















Trucks and tractor trucks: 
































ES eS wens 5 hie $246, 581 $41, 599, 951 $15. 51 58. 42 $457, 634 | $139, 047, 994 $51. 85 69, 68 
EY CINE Be oo cawnemedsevcendindduucdeneetaine 86,861 | 13, 040, 335 38. 21 | 18. 32 471, 473 29, 324, 302 85. 92 14. 69 
SE Dh cdccénanacsncasthwasucssanncow assailed 79, 873 | 8, 681, 813 67. 33 | 12.19 410, 432 16, 813, 826 130. 40 8.43 
iat hak tciodenmneiniesbaedcitabtiucudediveadadicaw 13,371 | 2, 785, 152 | 97. 57 | 3.91 80, 494 4, 809, 474 168. 49 2.41 
ET iis sk bnetiehainn geen ccencatamigeantevsessenuwasenitod 3, 535 | 5, 017, 342 113. 89 7.05 | 202, 220 8, 793, 534 199. 60 | 4.41 
| $$$ -___ - —_ —_ _ = —_ = 
NU i a okneseeiiniemiineas Sn) See 22. 06 99. 89 1, 622,253 | 198, 789, 130 61. 64 | 90. 62 
Not classified by capacity * EEE CAE Sete 77, 657 17. 23 hl 3, 046 600, O88 133. 15 30 
IT SIE Tis ot cncininig oeebechnietnwsckas Jans thoeeeewne | | ae ee 165, 568 168, 086 |.......- 08 
a haiti case na Gre acd Shales ARSE aie 430,221 | 71, 204, 768 | 22. 05 100. 00 1, 790, 867 199, 557, 304 | 61. 80 100. 00 
Trailers and semitrailers: | | 
i rete cecenai ae ete 6, 621 | 1, O89, 694 3. 34 31.00 27, 478 1, 117, 172 3.42 28. 14 
eB GUID Be nc ccocccasausenqnceccksences 7, 333 362, 031 14. 08 10. 30 39, 776 401, 807 15. 63 10. 12 
Ee ee ee 866, 984 | 36. 46 24. 66 125, 028 992, 012 41.71 24. 94 
roa PE ESOL EE SE IRL CAE EE 377, 313 59. 21 | 10. 73 64, 401 441,714 69. 32 11.12 
Silat athe. d denied echt teint erare ie ew errsit 614, 784 | 70. 55 17. 49 | 189, 954 804, 738 92. 35 20. 27 
Total classified __.- alg coli are sain eles tapaice seers 3, 310, 806 | 8. 47 94.18 446, 637 3, 757, 443 | 9. 62 04. 64 
Not classified by capacity iieprtes z 204, 539 | 8. 34 5. 82 204, 539 | 8. 34 5.1! 
Other undistributed fees +. SE StS! PEE ee Srecmersticens res &, 377 4) 6] ee 2 
. cchiced denagidiatsaie vimimipuinanaa piss Galanin 8. 46 100. 00 455, 014 | 3, 970, 379 | 9. 56 100. 0 
Undistributed freight-carrier fees §. ..............-..-..---......- i SS ae Gana leitch 339, 280 | $8 DL ee t 
All freight vehicles ................ apiimanesibteed Le ee 500,807 | 74, 720, 113 | . jj ae 2, 585,161 | 203, 866, 943 55. 94 









! In a number of States contract and common carriers of property were required to pay higher registration fees than private carriers. ‘‘ Regu'ar registration fees’’ includ: 
actual payments of private carriers and the estimated payments of contract and common carriers based on the private carrier rates. ‘‘ Excess registration fees’’ include a 
— of contract and common carriers in excess of the estimated payments at the private carrier rates. ‘‘ Total registration fees’ are total actual payments by all class¢ 
of carriers. 

? Includes all special fees and taxes, paid principally by contract and common carriers, such as mileage taxes, receipts taxes, franchise fees, privilege taxes, and othe 
miscellaneous special fees. Excess registration fees are not included. 

* All unclassified were tractor trucks. The payments by these vehicles could not logically be distributed among the several capacity groups. 

‘The term “Other undistributed fees” refers to payments which could not cage | be assigned to a specific number of vehicles and there’ore could not be distribut« 
among the several capacity groups. Also included are payments of special fees by contract-carrier trucks in Montana, Oklahoma, and South Dakota, $80,701; and spec 
fees of common-carrier trucks in South Dakota, $36,971. The numbers of these trucks were given, but their registration fees were not segregated from those of private carrie! 
and they were not classified by weight or capacity. 

§ Special fees applicable to both trucks and trailers, which could not be allocated by reasonable methods of approximation. 




















2. Limitations imposed on gross loads undoubtedly | the registration of heavy trucks. Thus, in Iowa, whe: 
have an effect on the registration of heavy trucks, par- | registration fees of $250 were required for 5-ton truck-, 
ticularly those of more than 5 tons capacity. However, | and $350 for 7-ton trucks, the total collections fron 
in a number of the States reporting few heavy trucks, | trucks and tractor trucks of 5 tons capacity or moe 
including Alabama, Georgia, Kansas, Montana, North | were $46,634. In Wisconsin, where the fees for th: -e 
Dakota, Virginia, and Wyoming, the load restrictions | two classes ° were $210 and $310, respectively, the c:|- 
were liberal, particularly with respect to six-wheel | lections were $224,551. These rates, however, are |: w 
trucks. | compared to those in effect in certain other States. 
















_ 3. In certain populous States registration fees of con- 
siderable magnitude have not apparently discouraged 


5 Fees computed on basis of conversion between gross weight and capacity see 
table 4. 
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Division and State 
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Trucks and tractor trucks 


Rated capacity in tons 
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| | | | 
1% and Over l!9 3and | } | Not classi- 
ese and less | less than 5 |Over5| fied by Total 
; than3s | 5 } | capacity ! 
ol ma | aoe . 
New England.._._--____|_ 191, 983 | 22,159 | 13,479 | 2,489 | 3,726 817 234, 653 
ce, 31, 519 | 2,870 1, 430 195 | 143 46 36, 203 
New Hampshire_-- 14, 025 | 1, 698 | 1, 445 203 | 7 17, 378 
Vermont.._. vein 6, 730 906 548 _) Se | 8, 309 
Massachusetts -. $1, 751 10, 966 6, 534 907 2, 030 771 102, 959 
Rhode Island___- 15,424 1, O86 1, O89 166 651 18, 416 
Connecticut 42, 454 4, 633 | 2, 433 943 895 |_. 51, 388 
Middle Atlantic 501, 495 137,094 | 41,934 | 15,363 | 28, 134 162 727, 182 
: ma ioe. aacaeaol named ance a Saaees 
New York__._- 216, 555 64, 564 | 14, 413 6,867 | 11,366 | 313, 765 
New Jersey. _. 8Y, 916 18,781 10,083 | 1,616 | 8, 208 | 128, 604 
Pennsylvania 144, 554 45, 653 | 12, 515 5,773 | 7,743 96 | 216, 334 
Delaware $ 6, 884 SSS 525 | 188 | 181 8, 666 
Maryland - : 34, 743 3,712 2, 245 620 207 41, 527 
District of Columbia 11, 843 3, 496 2, 153 209 429 66 18, 286 
South Atlantic 224,538 13, 818 6, 262 540 91 | 245, 249 
Virginia_. 58, 379 2, 982 WO 73 6 62, 344 
West Virginia 29, 536 1, 538 1, 640 189 | 13 $2, 916 
North Carolina 43, 242 4,175 | 2, 599 207 | 39 .| 50, 262 
South Carolina 18, 341 | 1,024 354 3 ae 19, 722 
OS eee 39, 665 | 1, 934 | 430 | 20 1 42, 050 
i ee RERE 35, 375 2, 165 | 335 | 48 | 32 | 37, 955 
East North Central_. 591, O16 71,247 | 24,606 | 5,120) 4,810 1,852 | 
Ohio... 137, 880 20,345 | 7,940) 501] 826 | 167, 492 | 
Indiana. 113, 370 | 4,850| 1,766| 117 64 1,852 | 122,019 | 
aa 145, 083 18, 577 | 8,845 | 3,482] 1,833 | 177, 820 | 
Michigan_- 96, 169 21,743 | 3,321 638 | 1,402 | 123, 273 
Wisconsin YS, 514 5, 732 2,734 | 382) 685 | 108, 047 | 
West North Central 108, 507 24, 361 9, 161 S04 168 | 443, 001 | 
Minnesota. _....- 95, 877 3,871} 1,570 282 50 | 101, 650 | 
lowa....- 63, 511 9, 024 | 2, 162 | yy 86 74, 882 
Missouri. cat 53, 668 6,315 3,911 | 343 28 99, 265 
North Dakota 22, 957 471 156 6 |. ‘ 23, 590 
South Dakota_. } 18, 581 789 168 | ee ean 19, 542 
Nebraska... _...--. } 49, 636 | 1, 983 630 | 42 3 il 52, 294 
Kansas... ...--- 69, 27 | 1,908) 564, 2 1 | | 71,778 
East South Central__ 112, 139 | 4, 946 2,130 | 162 | 19 | 398 | 119,794 
Kentucky ?___- 28, 845 | 1, 957 | 753 | 58 | 8 31, 621 
Tennessee - . . .- 29, 152 | 1, 322 | 500 | 72 388 | 31, 434 
Alabama. 30, 228 | 1, 052 | 277 | 7 l 10 31, 575 
Mississippi. 23, 914 | 615 | 600 | 25 10 25, 164 
West South Central 259, 558 29, 120 | 9, 856 1,177 | 307 1,170 | 301, 188 | 
—| ceed acs = ee 
Avkenses. ........---- 22, 068 775 | 143 2 l eued 22, 989 | 
Louisiana... ..-- 37, 791 2, 159 | 628 72 33 | 1,170 | 41, 853 
Oklahoma 3. 38, 628 | 4, 321 1, 576 326 ee: 44, 884 
Dezae........ 161, 071 | 21, 865 7,509} 777 | ARN: Te 
Mountain. 115, 478 | 7,728 | 3,007| 502] 346} 56 | 127,117 | 
= - s - — — 2 | 
Montana............| 19,514 | 776 203 28 i | 20, 521 | 
Saree 12, 417 | 1, 176 | 365 50 | 22 14, 030 | 
W yoming....-.-- 9, 163 476 | 230 10 | a 9, 879 
Colerade.........-. 27, 368 2, 286 | 514 109 24 56 | 30, 357 } 
New Mexico... ---- 14, 354 489 | 160 15 2 a 15, 020 | 
\ dl = 12, 851 1, 049 521 102 164 | — 14, 687 | 
aes 13, 980 | 1, 159 | 731 134 | ate | 16, 096 
Iona bitecnatins 5, 831 317 | 283 54 es | 6, 527 | 
Pac fic..._. 274, 271 30,812 | 18,503 | 2,387 | 6,455 | 52} 332, 480 | 
socncieitial ze 4 = noo = 
Vashington_..- 52, 337 | 6,845| 3,279] 456) 909) __. ---| 63, 826 ! 
a 27, 224 | 4,307} 1,502 286 | 1,158 | a 34, 477 | 
ilifornia._.__..-- 194, 710 | 19,660 | 13,722] 1,645 | 4,388 52] 234,177 
Grand total_. 2,681, 985 | 341,285 | 128,938 | 28,544 | 44,056 | 3, 229, 315 | 


In all cases, these vehicles are unclassified tractor trucks. 
full trailers prohibited. Semitrailers registered with tractor tri 
No registration of trailers or semitrailers in 1932. 


ist 


vel cles was almost invariably small and the revenues 
cor espondingly low. This was particularly true in a 
hui ber of Southern States in which high registration 
fees were combined with high gasoline taxes. 


In those States which imposed unusually 
‘tion fees on heavy trucks the number of such) 
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TABLE 8.—WState totals of freight vehicles registered and regular fees paid in 1932; grouped according to rated capacity 


Trailers and semitrailers 

















tated capacity in tons 
"es oe 5 
ye | | Not classi- 
than 5 Over 5| fied by Total 
| ; | } capacity 
| 
Be aaa Si keecess 
252| 84| 654 | 139 | 8,376 
ees = RS | 139 | 4,136 
47 34 ) ee oe 
ot... Mel Wee imicetinlcs | 479 
162 | 48 CP Bcibicvnitintei } 1,117 
13 1 | ae aes | 68 
27 | l a | 1,290 
2,752 | 1,238 | 2,842 | 3,038 | 26,912 
1, 078 | rs 13, 788 
: + ee, 3,038 | 3,038 
1, 305 | 826 |S ae ee | 7, 555 
28 j 
243 
YS 
1, 697 
302 
23 
611 
483 
45 
230 
7,014 
| 2.603 
| 792 
227 
| 3,016 
376 
| 1,557 | 
| 440 
| 205 4 
648 } } 
14 is : 
5 1 aes 
aa 13,478 | 13, 478 
245 | 46 | [> aes 
| 590 100 | 
iS ee ie 
| 491 86 | 
99 14 
| 5,816 812 
428 146 
| 1,685 219 
"3,703 | 447 |” 
428 91 
60 . 10 
4 1 | 
126 23 | 
38 6 | 
27 38 | 
59 12 
14 l 
3,675 | 1,284 | 
945 | 4a | 
343 85 
1, 155 





3, 087 








| 23,781 | 6,372 


8,714 | 





In Georgia, for example, the rates for trucks of over 
tons capacity were as follows: 6 tons, $375; 7 tons, 
$750; over 7 tons, $1,125. 
of fees we find but one truck of more than 5 tons capac- 
ity registered in 1932—a 6-ton truck, paying $375. 


Against this imposing array 











200 


In North Dakota, where the rate on 5-ton trucks was | T 


$400 and on those over 5 tons, $600 to $1,500, with 
reductions after the first year of registration, we find six 
5-ton trucks paying a total of $1,404, and none over 5 
tons. In South Dakota, where the schedule of rates, 
based on chassis weights, was also very high, only four 5- 
ton trucks were registered, with total collections of $1,300. 

One apparent effect of high registration fees was to 
bring about the registration of heavy trucks for only a 
part of the year. In Alabama only one truck of more 
than 5 tons capacity was registered, a 6-ton truck paying 
$187.50, or one-fourth the annual fee of $750. In Arkan- 
sas, similarly, one 6-ton truck paid $100, the annual 
rate being $400. In Texas a rate of $4 per hundred- 
weight applied to trucks having gross weights of 26,000 
pounds or more was apparently not productive, as the 
average payment reported for trucks of more than 5 
tons capacity was only $144.23. 

In Louisiana the law provided that trucks with a net 
carrying capacity greater than 5 tons should be charged 
$150 for each thousand pounds carrying capacity in 
excess of 5 tons, in addition to a fee of 68 cents per 
horsepower and $32 per ton for the first 5 tons ($50 
per ton for common carriers). City trucks were 
exempted from this schedule and paid at the rate of 
$10 per ton plus 68 cents per horsepower. No private 
trucks were reported as paying the high rates cited 
above. Five common carriers having capacities of 
more than 5 tons paid a total of $323. Of city trucks 
there were 28 of more than 5 tons capacity and the 
total collections from them were $3,050. Thus we 
have a relatively low rate of registration fee producing 
nearly 10 times the revenue obtained from a very high 
rate applied to vehicles of the same capacity group. 

The conclusion is inescapable that such unusually 
high rates, if effective at all, succeed only in discouraging 
or virtually prohibiting the registration of heavy 
vehicles. A more logical procedure in devising a 
schedule of registration fees for a given State would 
seem to be, first, to fix definitely the maximum load 
to be permitted on the roads, and then to adjust the 
scale of fees with a view of obtaining a maximum yield. 
It is a recognized principle that heavy vehicles should 
pay the additional costs of highways designed to sup- 
port their loads, so far as those costs can be determined. 
It is not always realized that one of the variables enter- 
ing into the computation is the number of such vehicles 
which may be registered in a State. Laws which im- 
pose exorbitant fees on heavy trucks tend to defeat 
the purpose for which they were enacted, if that pur- 
= was to increase the income of the State. 

In a comparison of the registration of heavy 
eae with the mileage of high-type State highways it 
was found that in a number of the States having very 
low registrations in this class of vehicles, there are con- 
siderable mileages of high-type road, and particularly 
of portland-cement concrete. Conspicuous examples 
of this situation are shown in table 9. 

One could hardly say that the 1,922 miles of concrete 


road in South Carolina were built primarily to accom- | 


modate the three 5-ton trucks which were registered, ¢ 

even the 357 trucks which had capacities of 3 tons or 
more. Similarly, in Alabama, Arkansas, G ieorgia, and 
even in Indiana, the number of such trucks is so small 
as to be a negligible factor in the traffic on the high-type | 
roads. It should also be remembered that a large | 


proportion of the movement of heavy trucks takes plac e 
within the limits of cities. 
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PaABLE 9.—Comparison of heavy trucks registered with 


) registe mileage of 
high-type State highways existing in 1932 


High-type State high- 
Number of ways ! in 1932 
trucks of es 
State 5 tons | : ; 
capacity | oe *ortland 
or more | “ _ cement 
| : concrete 
Alabama... ie neitded Sat ‘ 8 1, 049 
Arkansas - - ; 3 2 002 
Florida_ -- : 80 1, 398 
Georgia... 21 1, 747 1, vow 
Indiana ----- 181 4,174 3, 430 
Kentucky--_-- 66 1, 627 736 
Louisiana 105 2,041 1,795 
South Carolina 3 2, 370 1, 922 
Tennessee 72 | 2, 251 1, 190 





' From annual table published by the Bureau, ‘State highway mileage existing in 


1932 


Very different relations are shown if we take certain 
other States, such as New York, with 18,233 trucks of 
5 tons or more capacity, and 10,716 miles of high-type 
State highways; Wisconsin, with 1,067 such trucks and 
4,138 high-type miles; or Wyoming, with 240 trucks of 
3 tons or more capacity, 10 of 5 tons or more, and 35 
miles of high-type surface. Nevertheless, the inference 
is very clear that concrete and other high-tvpe surfaces 
are constructed primarily in response to the present 
and anticipated demands of the motoring public in 
general, rather than specifically to support the traffic 
of heavy trucks. 


FOR-HIRE CARRIERS OF PROPERTY 


The analysis of the reports submitted in this survey 
laws in effect in 1932 indicates that for-hire 
carriers of property were, in one way or another, recog- 
nized as separate classes of vehicles in all States except 
Maine, New Hampshire, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Delaware, the District of Columbia, and Ne- 
braska. Laws were passed in Maine and New Hamp- 
shire providing for the regulation of for-hire carriers in 
1933. 

A number of States which have such regulations 
failed to report separately the numbers of for-hire 
vehicles or their payments of fees; these States were 
Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois, Tennes- 
see, and Mississippi. In all, 35 States reported for-hire 

‘arriers in such a manner that they could be included 
percentages, anc 
averages. 

The statisticians for each State were requested to 
report contract carriers and common carriers separately 
| This could not be done in all cases, because of the lack 
of uniformity among the States in the classes into whic! 
property carriers are divided. Some States recognize 
and regulate only one class of fer-hire carriers, while 
others have three or more. There is no universally 
accepted definition of a common carrier, and it was 
necessary in a number of cases to exercise judgment as 
to the class to which a given group of vehicles should 
be assigned. It was decided to regard the term ‘con- 
tract carrier” as the more general classific ation, and to 
include in that group all for-hire carriers other than 
those definitely assignable to the common-carrier class. 
Where contract and common carriers were reported 
together, they were assigned to the contract group. 
This was done in the case of three States, Arkansas, 


” 


Ohio, and West Virginia, and probably in the case of 
| Massac husetts, which reported only contract carrier: 
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Contract-carrier trucks were reported 26 States, 
and contract-carrier trailers in 20 States. Thirty-one 
States reported common-carrier trucks and 24 States 
reported common-carrier trailers. A segregation of 
for-hire property carriers into contract and common 
was available for trucks in 22 States and for trailers in 
16 States. 

The tabulation of contract carriers also includes a 

‘all number of private carriers operating in commer- 

service and subject to special taxation. 


SPECIAL TAXATION IMPOSED ON FOR-HIRE CARRIERS IN MAJORITY 
OF STATES 


Of the 41 States which recognized for-hire carriers of 
property as a special class of vehicle, all but five 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Indiana, and 
Illinois—imposed higher taxes in 1932 upon contract 
or common carriers, or both, than those which pri- 

vately operated carriers were required to pay, although 
in a few States certain classes of private carriers were 
included in the increased taxation. In some States the 
increase took the form of higher registration fees; in 
other States special fees, such as have been described 
in the case of public-carrier busses, were imposed. 

Excess registration fees.—Registration fees in excess 
of the private-carrier rate were paid by contract-carrier 
trucks in Florida, Idaho, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, South Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia. 
Higher rates were also paid by for-hire carriers in 
Arkansas, which reported contract and common carriers 
together. In Arkansas and Florida special fees were 
paid in addition to the excess registration fees. In 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, and Missouri contract 
carriers paid registration fees at the private-carrier rate, 
and no special fees. 

Common-carrier trucks paid excess registration fees 
in the following States: Florida, Idaho, Louisiana, 
Minnesota, North Carolina, and North Dakota. 
\dditional special fees were paid in all these States 
except Louisiana. 

In Maryland, South Carolina, and West Virginia, 
common carriers were not required to pay registration 
fees, ton-mile taxes being assessed in lieu thereof. In 
‘alifornia common carriers paid a receipts tax and no 
egistration fees. In New Mexico the rate of registra- 
ion fee on common carriers was one-half the private 
rate. 

Mileage tares—Taxes based on mileage traveled were 
imposed on contract carriers of property in Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, and Oklahoma; and on common 
carriers in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, New 
Mexico, and Oklahoma. In Tennessee and Missis- 
sippi for-hire carriers and certain classes of private 
carriers were required to pay a mileage tax. In 
O\lahoma class C motor carriers (private carriers who 
mike a charge for the delivery of goods) were also 
required to pay a mileage tax. 

in all these States except Oklahoma the rate per mile 
increased with the weight or capacity of the vehicle. 
In Alabama, for example, the rates varied from ' cent 


a 


per mile for vehicles under 2 tons capacity to 2 cents | 


per mile for trucks of 5 tons capacity or more. In New 
Mexico the rates varied from \ cent per mile for vehicles 
of 1‘. tons capac ity or less to 3 cents per mile for vehicles 
of more than 5 tons capacity. In Oklahoma the rate 


Was }s cent per mile for contract and class C carriers, | 


and 3 cent per mile for common carriers. 
Ton-mile tazes.—Ton-mile taxes were imposed on 
Kansas, 


contract carriers of property in Colorado, 


'of property, 
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Utah, Wisconsin, and Wyoming, and on common 
carriers in Colorado, lowa, Kansas, Maryland, Oregon, 
South Carolina, Utah, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and 
Wyoming. In Wisconsin and Kansas certain classes of 
private carriers were also required to pay a ton-mile 
tax. 

In 3 States—Wyoming, Colorado, and Utah—the 

rates were based on revenue ton-miles, that is, the sum 
of the products of all revenue cargoes times the miles 
each cargo was carried. The rate in Wyoming was 
\¢ cent per ton- ste: in Colorado, % cent; and in U tah, 
* cent on hard-surfaced roads and \ cent on other roads. 

In West Virginia the ton-mile tax on common car- 
riers was based on the capacity of the vehicle times 
the scheduled mileage. In the remaining States the 
gross ton-mile was the basis of the tax. Of these 
States, the law in Iowa and Oregon stipulated that the 
gross weight used should include the weight of the 
vehicle and its maximum load. In Kansas the gross 
weight included the weight of the vehicle plus twice its 
capacity load. In Maryland, South Carolina, and 
Wisconsin, the rated capacity was added to the weight 
of the vehicle in computing the tax. 

The rates charged per ton-mile in these States varied 
from ‘45 cent in Kansas to % cent charged in South 
Carolina against trucks having gross weights of more 
than 7 tons. 

Receipts tares.—T axes on gross receipts were imposed 
on contract carriers of property only in Arkansas, which 
reported contract and common carriers together, and 
in Pennsylvania, which imposed the tax on all for-hire 
vehicles, but did not segregate for-hire carriers of 
property from other carriers. Receipts taxes were 
imposed on common carriers in Arizona, California, 
Idaho, North Carolina, South Dakota, Virginia, and 
Washington. In North Carolina the payments of 
registration fees were credited against the gross receipts 
tax, and in California the receipts tax was in lieu of 
registration fees. The rates paid in these nine States 
varied from 0.8 percent in Pennsylvania to 6 percent 
in North Carolina. 

Other special fees.—Fees for the issuance of certificates 
of convenience and nec essity, or equivalent permits, 
were paid by both contract and common carriers in 
Colorado, Georgia, Kentucky, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
South Dakota, Texas, and Wyoming; and by common 
carriers only in Alabama, Minnesota, North Dakota, 
and Wisconsin. Franchise or permit fees at flat rates 
per vehicle were assessed on both contract and common 
carriers in Georgia, Montana, Texas, and Wisconsin, 
on contract carriers in lowa, and on for-hire carriers 
operating as transfer companies in Tennessee. Fran- 
chise or special license fees increasing with the weight 
or capacity of the vehicle were paid by contract and 
common carriers in Michigan, Ohio, and Nevada; 
by contract carriers only in Oregon and South Dakota: 


and by common carriers only in Missouri, Oklahoma, 
and Tennessee. 


ONLY A PART OF ALL FOR-HIRE CARRIERS REPORTED 


In all, there were reported 96,670 for-hire carriers 
consisting of 87,825 trucks and 8,845 
trailers and semitrailers. The tabulation of these 
vehicles by class of service is as follows: 
For-hire trucks and tractor trucks: 
Contract-carrier _ _ _- i nat R acim a ee eS 70, 956 
Common-carrier 


A ere 16, 869 

For-hire trailers and semitrailer: TS: 
Contract-carrier _ _ 55 cs a dss ov, aa ee 5, 008 
NS ee Se ne ee ee. 3, 837 
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TABLE 10.—State taxes imposed on contract carriers of property in 1932; national totals and averages 


Rated capacity 








Tons 


Trucks and tractor trucks: 
1% and less 
Over 144 and less than 


Total classified - -- ---- - 


Not classified by capacity '- 
Not segregated ?._......-- = 


Undistributed fees °_ __.- 


Trailers and semitrailers: 
Oe 
Over 1} and less than 3 
3 and less than 5....-.--- 





Rated capacity 


Tons 
Trucks and tractor trucks: 
1% and less.-_- 
Over 114 and 
3 and less than 5____--- 


Total classified 


Not classified by capacity aa, 


Not segregated ?._...- 
Undistributed fees 3. __- 


A easiest ar etdapalpeniay eid sec 


Trailers and semitrailers: 
1% and less__.--. 


Over 1% and less than 3___- 
3 and less than 5.......-..-._-| 


_ See 


Sree 


Total classified _.____- : 
Undistributed fees *________- 


Ee eee 


less than 3_- 


REGISTRATION FEES AND MOTOR-FUEL TAXES 
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Estimated pay- | ae . : 
| ments of motor- | Regular registration fees Excess registration fees Total registration fees Total registration fees and 
™ } mee } | motor-fuel taxes 
| Num- fuel taxes | 
| ber = ss = ean = a ie. 
| tered | | N oA N | N | um. | 
tered | Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- 
| Amount | age per| ber of a age per| ber of a age per ber of ——_ | age per | ber of | Amount | age per 
| | vehicle vehicles | vehicles, vehicle | vehicles seni: Ieee vehicle 
| | | | } } | } 
| =a ————- bmalina aoe ~ pee wy —_ | ia ain a | canes died 2 
| | | | | 
| | | | 
_.-| 45,306 |$2, 412,710 | $53. 25 | 45,306 | $855,760.| $18.89 | 14, 043 |$223, 161 | $15.89 | 45, 306 |$1, 078, 921 | $23.82] 45, 306 |$3, 491,631 | $77.07 
.--| 14,613 996,516 | 68.20 | 14,613 | 601,485) 41.16 2, 341 67, 552 28.86 | 14,613 669, 037 45.78 | 14,613 | 1, 665, 553 } 113.98 
“7 | 7, 794 690,141 | 88.55] 7,794) 5,5 | 67.44 | 1, 962 62,635 | 31.92 7, 794 588, 226 75. 47 7, 794 | 1, 278,367 | 164.02 
cal 800 90, 225 | 112. 78 | 800 | 74,595 93. 24 176 10,316 | 58.61 800 | 84,911 | 106.14 800 175, 136 218. 92 
---| 1, 303 | 169, 493 | 130.08 | 1,303 | 114, 206 | 87.65 | 23 2,006 | 87.22) 1,303 116,212 | 89.19 1, 303 285,705 | 219. 27 
---; 69,816 | 4,359, 085 | 62. 44 | 69,816 |2, 171, 637 31.11 | 18,545 | 365, 670 19.72 | 69, 816 | 2, 537, 307 36. 34 | 69, 816 6, 896, 392 | 98. 78 
24 | 2,142] 89.25 24 382 | 15.92 ees eee! 24) 382 | 15.92 24 | 2,524 | 105.17 
} 116 80, 254 | 71.91 1, 116 | 31, 418 28.15 1,116 | 31, 418 28.15 {| 1,116 111, 672 100. 06 
Se eee e = Jao a 2 7 ae —— 2, 518 |..-.- a rai oa 2, 518 iS 
---| 70, 956 | 4,441,481 | 62.59 | 70,956 '2, 205,955! 31.09 | 18,545 | 365,670! 19.72 | 70,956 | 2,571,625! 36.24 | 70,956 | 7,013,106 | 98.84 
we ea = 9, ae ie 2 oa 
ie Oe oF 1,111 10, 399 9. 36 526 | 4, 837 9.20; 1,111 15, 236 | : 
on 948 a. er 943 | 18, 953 20. 10 523 14, 390 27. 51 943 | 33, 343 = 3 See | 
Sal > se & 1,847} 81,085 | 43.90} 578] 22,399| 38.75 | 1,847 103, 484 | 56. 03 | : 
Bo | eee: ZR 485 | 28,113] 57.96 161 6,307 | 39.17 485 | 34,420 | 70.97 | | 
Sa 622 | ae = 622} 40,457 | 65.04 | 9 1,937 | 215. 22 622 | 42,394 | 68.16 | | 
— a Senet snes ewe: a Sees Se ee) (Ame | amet i | << 
seek RAED bee cocicasa as eae 5,008 | 179,007| 35.74| 1,797| 49,870! 27.75} 5,008| 228,877| 45.70 al 
| | | | | | 
SPECIAL FEES 
} | Franchise fees, certificate Total special fees and ex- | 
| Mileage or ton-mile taxes Receipts taxes fees, and other miscel- =< a st ati ‘hoes. All fees and taxes 
laneous special fees Ce geen eae 
| Num- | Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver Num- Aver- | Num Aver 
| ber of | Amount age per! ber of | Amount | age per| ber of | Amount | age per| ber of | Amount age per| ber of Amount | 28@ Pet 
| vehi- | collected! vehi- | vehi- | collected| vehi- | vehi- | collected} vehi- | vehi- | collected vehi- | vehi- ‘ vehi 
} cles | ele cles cle cles cle cles cle cles cle 
| 2 ees ae, — is _ ie ae a. | —— 
| 
‘ 
| 
1,073 | $25, 767 | 888 | $17,789 | $20.03 ) 10,438 | $170,021 | $16.29 | 24,591 | $436,738 | $17.76 | 45,306 $3,705,208 | $81.78 
706 | 36, 149 225 6,845 30.42 | 7,350 173,468 | 23.60 9,727 | 284,014 29.20 | 14,613 [1,882,015 128. 79 
333 | 28, 494 | 43 1,962 | 45.63} 3,106 | 136,055} 43.80 | 5,104 | 229,146] 44.90] 7,794 [1,444,878 | 185.3% 
e: 57 4, 134 1 73 | 73.00) 289 18,504 | 64.03 471 33,027 | 70.12 800 | 197,847 | 24 
5 714 | . 461 43,442 04. 23 488 46, 162 94.59 | 1,303 $29, 861 | 253. It 
2,174 | 95,258 | 43.82} 1,157} 26,669} 23.05 | 21,644 | 541,490 | 25.02 | 40,381 /1,029,087 | 25.48 | 69,816 {7,559,809 | 108. 2s 
10 825 | 82. 50 mal ul 10 7} 70 10 832 | 83.20 | 24 3,356 | 139.8 
| 647 | 67, 330 | 104.06 |_- ; 1,116} 13,371] 11.98] 1,116 80,701 | 72.31} 1,116 | 192,373 | 172. 3s 
peeviis Meee: SSA TRS 279} 1,395] 5.00 279 1,395} 5.00 | | 3, 913 | 
ee Sa See } Jeumegian |— es " = ae | = 
2,831 | 163,413 | 57.72} 1,157 | 26,669 | 23.05 | 23,049 | 556,263 | 24.13 | 41,786 /1, 112, 015 26.61 | 70,956 |7, 759,451 | 109 
43 | 965 125 1, 837 14.70 3ll | 1, 828 5.88 S837 9,467 | 11.31 1,111 19, 866 | 17.5 
45 | 1,317 59 2, 109 35. 75 231 | 3, 139 13. 59 754 20, 955 27.79 943 39,908 | 42 
55} 2,039 195 9,964 | 51.10] 1,035 | 31,042) 29.99] 1,614 65,444 | 40.55 | 1,847] 146,529) 79 
| 5 97 93 | 6, 833 | 73. 47 | 216 9, 580 44. 35 | 377 22, 817 60. 52 485 50,930 | 105. 
ee eee gutoation -+---]-------- } 245 11,315 46.18 | 254 13, 252 52.17 622} 53,709) 86. 
| SSS ae 25 SS ee eee ae ——S— See Es eee “ 
--| 148| 4,418 472 | 20,743 43.95 | 2,038 | 56,904 | 27.92] 3,836 131,935] 34.39] 5,008 310,942 | 62. 
= | ——— cme oS ee 76 380 5. OO | 76 380 | . | ee 380 |..-- 
— rig —— —_ —— ————— | —__——_—_|——_——- —_——_———— — _ aS aa A aes 
148 | 4, 418 | 472 | 20,743 | 43.95 | 2,114| 57,284! 27.10| 3,912! 132,315] 35.82 
| | 


| 
u 


6, 006 | 311,322} 62 


a nee 





1 See p. 191. 


These figures represent only a part of the total num- | 


2 See p. 191. Estimated payments of registration fees and gasoline taxes by these vehicles are included. 


ber of the property carriers in the United States operat- 
ing as contract and common carriers in 1932. 


five States are represented in the totals, but those which | 
are omitted—Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, | 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
Delaware, the District of Columbia, Indiana, Illinois, | 
Nebraska, Tennessee, and Mississippi—include several | 
of the most populous States in the Union. 
this fact it would be hazardous to make an estimate of | 


Thirty- 


In view of | 


the total number of for-hire carriers operating in 1932. 
The validity of such an estimate would be further 
impaired by the fact that nine States reported common 
carriers but no contract carriers. The wide differences 


> | 





3 See pp. 191 and 192. 


in State laws and regulations and the various classes 
operation, such as city hauling and the hauling of far 
products, which are exempted in a number of Stat: 
indicate that the totals obtained in this survey « 


considerably below the total number of for-hire cir 


riers in the 35 States reporting such vehicles. 


f 
ih 
e 


The National Code Authority for the trucki ig 
industry, operating under the National Recovi ry 
Administration, is conducting a registration of vehic es 
engaged in the transportation of property for he. 
This registration is designed to show the number of 
vehicles actually operating for hire, and not the num er 


regulated by law. 


at the time of preparation of this report. 


The registration was not comp ‘te 
The t: tal 
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TaBLE 11.—State taxes imposed on common carriers of property in 1932; national totals and averages 


REGISTRATION FEES AND MOTOR-FUEL TAXES 





















































‘ | | 
| Estimated pay- ly rane A 
| ments of motor- | Regular registration fees | Excess registration fees Total registration fees Potal registration fees and 
oes : motor-fuel taxes 
Num- fuel taxes | | 
Rated capacity | pA ace ‘Cu RS a (Rs (Sa : Pee, | Cn ed 
|} tered | Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- ' Num- | Aver- 
| | Amount | age per} ber of | ———_ age per| ber of Beret age per| ber of aun age per berof | Amount age per 
| vehicle vehicles vehicle | vehicles vehicle | vehicles vehicle vehicles vehicle 
siete ces dagsecbaia a —_—_ ee eee umm 
Tons { 
| ! 
Prucks and tractor trucks | } 
14% and less 6,755 | $411,732 | $60.95 | 6,162 | $114,395 | $18. 56 862 | $23,420 | $27.17 6, 162 $137,815 | $22.37 6, 755 | $549, 547 $81.35 
Over 14$$ and less than 3____| 4,162} 333,186 | 80.06] 3,515 | 141,776! 40.33 449 | 19,309 | 43.00] 3,515 45.83 | 4, 162 494,271 | 118.76 
3 and less than 5 } 2,686 | 260,044 | 96.82 2, 161 146, 339 | 67.72 153 17, 238 | 112. 67 2, 161 75.70 | 2, 686 423, 621 157. 71 
§.. ee : 430 | 49,576 | 115. 29 | 306 30, 727 | 100. 42 13 3,055 | 235.00 | 306 110. 40 | 130 83,358 | 193. 86 
Over 5...-- 640 | 90, 707 | 141. 73 | 393 52, O87 | 132. 54 3 1,529 | 509. 67 39 136. 43 640 144,323 | 225. 50 
Total classified | 14,673 | 1,145,245 | 78.05 | 12,537 | 485,324) 38.71, 1,480] 64,551 | 43.62 | 12,537 549,875 | 43.86 | 14,673 | 1,695,120} 115.53 
Not classified by capacity gs 8,418 | &5. 90 46 1, 150 25. 00 if 1, 150 25. 00 | Ys 9, 568 97. 63 
Not segregated * | 2,008 101, 762 48.50 | 2,098 44, 001 23. 79 : 2. O98 49, 901 23.79 | 2,098 151, 663 72.29 
Total ‘ 16,869 | 1, 255, 425 74.42 | 14, 681 536, 375 36. 54 1, 480 64, 551 43.62 14,681 600, 926 40.93 | 16,869 | 1, 856, 351 110. 05 
rrailers and semitrailers | 
1}4 and less 452 358 4,629 | 12.93 147 1,784 | 12.14) 358 6,413 | 17.91 | 
Over 1} and less than 3 HS2 ° 587 15, 731 26. 80 178 2, 943 16. 53 587 18, 674 31.81 a 
3 and less than 5 | 1,378 | 1,168] 54,448 | 46.62 15 7,375 | 47.58] 1,168 61,823 | 52.93 |__ 
Se 519 | 381 24,684 | 70.32 59 6, 306 | 106. 88 351 8 
Over 5 -.- S06 392 31,549 | 80.48 24 2,308 | 96.17 392 
| - 2 _ = 
Total _. -.| 3,687 | 2, 856 131,041 | 45.88 | 563 | 20, 71¢ 36.80 | 2, 85¢€ E 
| g | 
SPECIAL FEES 
Franchise fees, certificate Total special fees and ex- 
| Mileage or ton-mile taxes Receipts taxes fees, and other miscel pig % All fees and taxes 
j : " cess registration fees 
laneous special fees 
Rated capacity Sas (iat ior) aaa” at ich guns Pac = 4 angen! | 
Num- Aver- | Num- Aver- | Num- Aver Nun Aver- | Num- | Aver- 
ber of | Amount | age per| ber of | Amount | age per) ber of | Amount | age per! ber of | Amount | age per! ber of Amount | 98¢ Per 
vehi- | collected | vehi- | vehi- | collected | vehi vehi- | collected! vehi vehi collected | vehi- vehi- | * vehi- 
| cles cle | cles cle cles cle cles cle cles | cle 
| | 
} - = Pare) See 
lnitisinCassubecniaieielaion - | 
Tons | 
rucks and tractor trucks: | | | | 
14% and less........-. : 2,488 | $119,994 | $48.23 | 1,744 $47,494 | $27.23 | 3,976! $76,539 | $19. 25 6, 338 6,755 | $793, 574 | $117. 48 
Over 144 and less than 3 1, 732 130, 398 | 75. 29 | 997 57, 605 57. 78 2, 380 | 26 28.12 3, 918 4,162 | 749, 200 180. 01 
3 and less than 5 920 116, 595 | 126.73 820 72, 483 8S. 39 1,316 | 40. 97 2, 53¢€ 2,686 | 666,611 248. 18 
_eaeeteees 198 | 33, 485 | 169. 12 115 | 16, 567 | 144.06 211 | | 36. 64 420 430 141, 141 328. 23 
|| 260 79, 552 | 305. 97 2389 69, 738 | 241. 31 112 70. 81 634 640 | 301,544 471. 16 
. és Sis) Smal |S é ee ee = “ “ii See, Pacha srs 
Total classified 5 5,598 | 480,024) 85.75 | 3,965 | 263,887 | 66.55 | 7,995 | 213,039; 26.65 | 13,846 |1,021,501 | 73.78 | 14,673 {2,652,070 | 180.7 
Not classified by capacity ! 46 2, 158 46.91 |_.__. 3 46 56 1, 22 16 2,214 48.13 98; 11,782] 120.22 
Not segregated ! -----| 2,008) 23,471 11.19 | 2,098 13, 500 6.43 | 2,098 36, 971 17.62 | 2,098 | 188,634] 89.91 
Undistributed fees ! 551 | 35,821 ot ae | ae ane 267 | 10, 680 40. 00 551 46, 501 Ss | ees 46, 501 acme 
$s Cae BE MERE ett! (SEE Sse : Lamacteiteiiell asco epaeicaes 
Total... 6,195 | 518,003 | 83.62] 6,063 | 287,358! 47.40 | 10,406! 237,275 | 22.80 | 16,541 |1, 107,187! 66.94 | 16,869 |2, 898, 987 | 171.85 
: ; eo __ = = = = —S —— ———— 
Tr. ilers and semitrailers: 
146 ene i008............-. oe 204 | 12,043 | 59.03 | 209 6,775 | 32.42 164 4,030 | 24.57 22 24, 632 58. 37 | 452 29, 261 64.74 
Over 14 and less than 3__- 235 | 12,345| 52.53 260} 13,928 | 53. 57 360 6,938 | 19.27 652} 36,154] 55.45} 682] 51,885| 76.08 
and less than 5..._.._-- 256) 15,402 | 60. 16 416 | 34,851 | 83.78 819 | 31,730 38.74] 1,309] 89,358 | 68.26) 1,378 | 143,806 | 104.36 
= a a ae 40 | 4,915 | 122.88 215 | 27,431 | 127. 59 | 228; 15,545 | 68.18 456} 54,197 | 118.85 | 519 78,881 | 151.99 
net 156 | 33,987 | 217.87 485 | 130,032 | 268. 11 224 | 14,620 | 65.27 | 785 180, 947 | 230. 51 806 212, 496 263. 64 
sesh Tas pines 7 } 
te Ree Foci — —~ —_|______|___ = Beer) ener, ee aoa eses, eet 
Total classified. ________- 891} 78,692 | 88.32] 1,585 | 213,017 | 134.40| 1,795 | 72,863| 40.59 | 3,624] 385,288 | 106.32 3,837 | 516,329 | 134.57 
ndistributed fees °_______- 154 | 7, 227 i | ee eee Oe 154 770 5. 00 | 154 (a) Sf eee | 7, 997 | deearineale 
a peat sey spt SS iene lian ‘ ed ae ae wae EO CII, TD SE ers. Sa ee 
, ee aia 1,045 85,919 | 82.22 | 1, 585 213,017 | 134.40 | 1,949 73, 633 37 78 3, 778 393, 285 | 104.10] 3,837 | 524,326 | 136. 65 
} | | | 
See p. 191. 2 See p. 191. Estimated payments of registration fees and gasoline taxes by these vehicles are included 2 See pp. 191 and 192. 


re} orted as of September 21, 1934, was 244,573. This excess registration fees are tabulated together under 
is he figure for load-carrying vehicles, i.e., trucks,| the heading ‘Total special fees and excess registra- 


tra lers, and semitrailers, but not tractor trucks.° tion fees’’. 
PAYMENTS BY PROPERTY CARRIERS ANALYZED In table 1 and in the discussion on page 191, attention 


— was called to oup of contract and common carriers 
ational totals and averages for contract and com-| .- i cone er ty 
: 4 - ; ; 7 in Montana, Oklahoma, and South Dakota, which were 
mo: carriers of property are given in tables 10 and 11, ; . ; 
. Se. >". ; : -., | not segregated from private carriers, although their pay- 
res} cctively. Certain items in these tables require snetih of cuiial tons Cree niveh cammanair ta Sais 
exp ination. In order to emphasize the fact that | I & P J 


certiin States exact higher registration fees from for- | 19 and 11 these vehicles are tabulated separately; and 
estimates have been made of their payments of gasoline 


hire carriers than from those privately owned and oper- Satu oun siaiieaiien 4 tin nce oft th iia 
ate’. the excess payments in those States have been | ‘*XeS and registration tees on the basis of the average 


tab 'ated separately. Total payments of registra- | payments by other classes of trucks in Montana, 
tion fees, however, are also given. In order to show the | Oklahoma, and South Dakota. | 
tota! amounts paid in additional fees, special fees and| . The special fees tabulated do not include all payments 


Toy et Sica eR of such fees by for-hire carriers. Among the payments 
ing Ass: clation atom Bulletin, Sept. 24, 1934; published by the American Truck | Which could not be properly allocated were receipts 
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| 
taxes paid by all for-hire carriers in Pennsylvania, ton- | New York: Registration fees of 80 cents per 100 pounds net 


mile taxes paid by for-hire carriers and certain classes | 
of private carriers in Kansas, mileage taxes and privi- | 
lege taxes in Tennessee, and certificates fees in Texas | 
and New Mexico. 
. ses 

Payments of registration fees and special fees by for- | 
hire carriers in the individual States will be found in | 
tables 14 and 15, where all such payments are tabulated. 
A few examples of average payments in different States 
will serve to illustrate the range in charges against for- 
hire carriers. 


Contract carriers.—Average payments of registration | 


fees by contract-carrier trucks ranged from $10.24 in 
Virginia to $89 in Ohio. Average payments of all fees 
and taxes varied from $55 in Missouri to $256 in Nevada. 
As in the case of privately operated trucks, the average 
payments in most States increased rapidly with the size 
of the vehicle. Thus, average payments of registration 
fees by trucks of 1! tons capacity and less varied from 
$8.79 in Virginia to $41 in Oregon. For trucks of more 
than 5 tons capacity the range was from $35 in Massa- 
chusetts to $313 in Iowa. For all fees and taxes, pay- 
ments in the light-tonnage group varied from $42 in 
Missouri to $214 in Florida, and those in the heavy- 
tonnage group from $163 in Massachusetts to $759 in 
Kentucky. 


Common carriers.—Average payments of registration 


fees by common-carrier trucks varied from $13.56 in | 


Missouri to $84 in Oregon; and of all fees and taxes, 
from $99 in Missouri to $445 in Florida. The range of 
average payments by trucks of 1!) tons capacity and 
less was as follows: in registration fees, from $10.50 in 
Missouri to $47 in Idaho; in all fees and taxes, from $70 
in Colorado to $408 in Florida. In the case of the 
heaviest capacity group (5 tons or more) registration 
fees varied from $33 in Missouri to $337 in lowa, and 
all fees and taxes from $276 in Louisiana to $1,031 in 
Minnesota. 


COMPARISON OF FEES REQUIRED FOR TYPICAL COMMON-CARRIER | 


TRUCK OPERATION 


The average payments by common carriers, as re- 
ported, do not accurately reflect the differences in tax 
rates among the States. Even if the bases and rates of 
taxation were the same for all States, average payments 
would vary because of such factors as differences in the 
frequency of part-year registrations, average mileage 
traveled, the volume of business, and the proportion of 
light and heavy trucks. 


A few examples of the total legal payments required | 


of a typical common-carrier truck operating under a 


given set of conditions will serve to illustrate the ex- | 


treme range in taxation. In this computation we 
assume a truck of 5 tons capacity, operating 15,000 
miles per year. Table 4 gives the net weight of such a 
truck as approximately 11,700 pounds and the gross 
weight as 21,700 pounds. The assumed gasoline con- 
sumption, at 5 miles per gallon, is 3,000 gallons. Com- 
arative figures have been computed for the States of 
‘lorida, Michigan, Kansas. and New York. 

This common-carrier truck would have paid fees at 
the following rates in the four States in 1932: 


Florida: Registration fees at $2 per 100 pounds gross weight, 


a gasoline tax of 7 cents per gallon, and a mileage tax of 2 cents 
per mile. 


Michigan: Registration fees at $1.25 per 100 pounds net weight, 


a gasoline tax of 3 cents per gallon, and a public utility permit fee | 


of $1 per 100 pounds net weight. 

Kansas: Registration fees of $100, a gasoline tax of 3 cents 
per gallon, and a ton-mile tax of 0.5 mill per gross ton-mile, gross 
tonnage being twice the capacity plus net weight. 


weight (same rate for all classes), and a gasoline tax of 2 cents per 
gallon until March 1 and 3 cents after that date. On the basis of 
the reported tax-earned gallonage, the average rate for the year 


was 2.86 cents. 


The rates in Florida would have resulted in the following pay- 
ments for the truck specified: 


Registration fees $434 
Gasoline tax 210 
Mileage tax 300 

Total 944 


Total payments in the four States, computed in this manner, 
are as follows: 


Florida 


$944. 00 
Michigan $53. 25 
Kansas 308. 8S 
New York 179. 40 


DISPOSITION OF STATE MOTOR-VEHICLE FUNDS 


In table 12 there is given an analysis of the purposes 
to which funds derived from State motor-vehicle fees 
and gasoline taxes were devoted in 1932. No data of 
this character were obtained in the survey; but the 
regular motor-vehicle and gesoline-tax tables published 
annually by the Bureau (table MV-2 and table G-1 
give the disposition, according to State laws, of the 
funds reported each vear by the States. Table 12 
was made up by combining the data on disposition of 
funds given in these two tables for the vear 1932 
Various small differences exist between the data given 
in table MV-2, 1932, as published in 1933, and the data 
obtained in this survey. Only a part of the special! 
fees paid by for-hire carriers were included in the 
earlier tabulation; and on the other hand, certain items 
such as dealers’ licenses and fines and penalties were 
included in table MV—2 and omitted from the survey 
The gasoline-tax table also includes certain miscella- 
neous receipts not carned in the survey totals. Thes 
differences tend to balance, with the result that the 
total given in table 12, $838,412,410, differs very littl 
from the total of State fees and taxes, $838,830,97s 
obtained as a result of this survey. 

A total of $20,383,242 was allotted from the moto: 
vehicle and gasoline-tax receipts for costs of collectio: 
and administration. This is not the total expended fo: 
these purposes, as a number of States make special! 
appropriations for administration or pay collection costs 
out of other funds. The total also includes certain 
special items, such as reserves for refunds of gasoline 
tax, which enter largely as a matter of bookkeeping. 

The sum of $457,700,193, or £4.59 percent of thie 
total, was assigned to the State highway departments 
‘for construction and maintenance of State highways 
and bridges. In addition, $64,779,967 was devoted to 
the payment of interest and retirement charges on 
State highway bonds. The amount thus allotted to 
State highways was 62.32 percent of the total motor- 
vehicle and gasoline-tax receipts. 

County and local road administrations were allot ‘ed 
$170,038,290, or 20.28 percent, and $25,286,375, or 02 
| percent, was assigned for interest and retiremen' 0! 

county road bonds. 

The amount allocated for expenditure on city strcets 
was $18,144,645, or 2.16 percent of the total. 

Other items allocated to construction and mazite- 
/nance of roads and bridges were $1,039,904, assigned 1D 
Massachusetts to the Metropolitan Distriet Com is 
sion for the construction and maintenance of 


| vark 


boulevards, and $196,000, assigned to the New Jersey 
Two additional items may 





Free Bridge Commission. 

















ra 
| 


Connecticut l, 


freorgla 





October 1934 


For collee- 
tion and 


State idminis- 

tration * 

\labama $149, 450 

\rizona 174, 797 

Arkansas 194, 72¢ 

ilifornia 1, 664, 862 
Colorado 5 





Delaware 
Florida 


laho 
llinois 
Indiana 
iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
\larvland 3 
\ia.sachusetts 1A 
Michigan l, 
\linnesota 
\fississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey 

New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 


Ohi 


OKlahoma 


For construction and 


~ 








Oreron 
Pennsvivania 2 
Khode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
rennessee 
Ve ont 
Virginia $85, SSS 
W ngton 605, 628 
West Virginia 199, 849 
W nsin M S22, 206 
W ning F : 
D> f Columbia 120, 560 
Total_......./20, 383, 242 (45 

Percentage distri 

t Wes case 2. 43 


the 


adn trative purposes 


17, 700, 193 


maintenance on ru- 
ral roads 


tate high 
ways 


Local 
roads 


3, 570,714 
1, O08, 622 
1, O48, 828 
4, 990, 429 
2, 385, 057 


S64 
, 102 
, 912 
4, G84 
, 126 
. TRO 
, 000 
, O64 


}, 239 


B80 
2, 832 





8, USS, 260 
354, 506 


2, OS1 


54. 59 20. 28 


State general fund unless otherwise noted 


e totals given in this column are the sum of the total gross receipts from motor-vehicle taxes, $324,273,510, as given in table MV-2 
under the gasoline-tax laws, $514,138,900, as given in table G-1, 1932 


mot ehicles 
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For highway bonds 


State 
highway 
bond 
payments 


$2, 843, 809 


3, 969, 138 


, 707, 
, 704, 910 


495, 496 
4, OS2, 059 
$23, 950 
339, 
, 919, 027 
56, 134 


Ps 


114, 839 
659, 710 
260, 000 
, 170, 168 


57, 168 


278, 000 


170,038,290 64, 779, 967 


i) 


°o 


Chis table was made up from the annual tables published by 


es accompanying these tables have been omitted, and the reader is referred to them for more detailed description of the items in this table. 
Many States pay collection cost from other State funds; for details see table MV-2 and table G-1. 


County 


road bond 


paym 


382 
6, 218 


600. 


ents 


, 240 
, O47 


. 000 


5, 096, 353 


~1 
ty 


2, 203, 


53, 404 


“0, 


286, 375 


3. 02 


the Bureau, table M V-2, motor vehicle receipts, 1932 


‘penses of transportation of tax division of board of equalization 


iation fund collected from aviation gasoline tax 


county general fund 


For cit) For miele 
streat highway 
patrol 

$1,817, 590 

$162, 249 
, 150 000- 
1, 041 150, 962 
142, 324 

2, 103, 502 
12, O28 
84, 014 
5, 000, 000 66, SSO 
151, 424 

6, 452, S62 
279, 000 
690, G55 
174, 278 
191, 921 
79, SOO 

97, 360 

2, 787, 204 
18, 144, 645 | 5, 597, 076 
2.16 0. 67 


boards of commissioners of ports of New Orleans and Lake Charles Harbor 
conservation department for oyster propagation. 
) metropolitan district commission for construction and maintenance of park boulevards 
r motor-vehicle liability insurance expenses. 
im aviation gasoline tax allocated to aeronautics fund. 
r sea walls protecting roads 
r referendum expenses and experimental equipment 


State traffic commission 


free bridge commission 


department of commerce and navigation. 
ludes $1,486,937 to New York City general fund 
r prison camp expenses for road work. 
county general fund in lieu of personal property taxes on motor vehicles. 
ludes $105,996 for traffic signals. 


be regarded as related to highway construction and | 
In Mississippi $215,103 was allotted for 


Malhienance. 


Carrying charges on bonds issued for the construction of 
sea Walls which serve, in part, at least, to protect high- 


Ways 


Of this amount, $117,817 was derived from a 


Special gasoline tax levied for this purpose in three 


counties, 


' In North Carolina $124,587 was used to de- | 
Tay the expenses of prison camps maintained in con- 
hection with convict labor on roads. 


The latter sum includes $1,091,661 of receipts under ¢ 


taxes. 
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“ABLE 12.—Disvosition of funds obtained from State taxation of motor vehicles in 1932 











For pu es not related to roads or streets ae 
For other k. = 
1OLOT- 
eelad * 0 vehicle 
roads and ' fees and 
street ae To general) Other | ™otor-fuel 
ment taxes # 
raliof funds ¢ purposes 
‘ __. $10, 039, 294 
3, 609, SY 
994 
$31, 967 20, 220 
3, 203 
), 462 
a 546 
$4, 937, 001 $2, 072, 683 499 
1, 989, 1 191, 277 337 
9, 142 ; , 556 
, 720, 733 
; , 830, 090 
373, 399 40, 825 
, 859, 476 
eo , 856, 743 
820, OF 2 5 830, 072 | 12, 420, 724 
7, 211,014 
5,000 | 10,950, 618 
$1, O39, 9O4 000 
3, , 668 
56 
4 10. 
14 89, 271 
196, 000 $8, 116, 024 7 90, 000 
105, 511 
11, 430, 432 |'*33,142,539 
124, 587 229, O18 
21, 181 
1, 729, 153 
6, 765, 93 
o- 9, 013, 926 
1, 727, 166 229, 723 
ose 
2, 907, 764 
1, 575, 594 (14, 522, 11 1, 546,456 | 39, 652,339 (1, 186, 120 |838, 412, 410 
0.19 1.73 2. 33 4.73 0.14 100. 00 


32, and table G-1, State gasoline taxes, 1932. Many of 


Administration cost includes balances allocated to reserve funds for 


2, 1932, and the grand total earnings 
isoline-tax laws other than gasoline taxes paid by 


Traffic control claimed a share of the motor-vehicle 
Twelve States assigned funds to the support of 


the State highway patrols; in addition, New Jersey 


allotted $66,880 to the State traffic commission. 


The 


‘amount specifically assigned to traffic control, $5,597,- 


| 076, was 0.67 percent of the total motor-vehicle fees and 
gasoline taxes. 

A total of $74,907,028, or 8.93 percent, was devoted 
| to purposes not related to roads and streets. 


Four 
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TaBLeE 15.—Special State fees and taxes imposed on motor vehicles (chiefly for-hire carriers 
vehicle and class of service 


Taxicabs and other a 


cars for hire 


PUBLIC ROADS 


Vol. 15, No. 8 


in 1932; tabulated for each State by type of 


Busses Contract carriers of property 


Contract, including 


sight-seeing 


state 


Mileage, ton- 
2» mile or pas- 
— senger-mile 
| taxes 


) > 
Receipts Other 


taxes 


DR ccconnndaneen es 
Arizona... soem : $2, 791 
CS See 
California_...-...-..- 
EERE eee aoe ae 
Connecticut - - ------ 

SN iapon xactienwes 
Georgia-_---- maiaeion 

Idaho _.--- See 
 imtcmdinmenet 
0 a eae 
carta oir and basonieneens 
IR cise awa cnamane 
Minnesota...-.......-..--- 
ae 


$2, 489 
2 $4, O88 


CS Sear 
[a ; 
CS ae 
New Mexico--- I 
North Carolina..._..._......- : 
Ey SUR ts awocucneensasewen ; S15 
rae : 

0 US Se ; = : 

Oregon -.-..-.- iii init . U6 
South Carolina. --......-- 
South Dakota- ---_- 
Tennessee *_.....-.. 
| ea 
aa ie 
ee nee 
ee 
West Virginia....---_-. mas 
_ SEE 
Se 
District of Columbia__-_- 


2,170 





12, 063 


~ 95, 074 


thi snletketwodeapy abuts bimebin 2,791 115, 206 9, 058 








Public-carrier Trucks and tractor trucks 


| Mileage, ton 


Other mile or pas- Receipts Other Mileage or Receipts Other 
special S - P special ton-mile special 
fees senger-mile taxes fees taxes taxes loon 
taxes 
$20, 620 $350 
$13, 835 
8, 795 $26, 669 
$11,072 
2s, 349 $16, YS1 $254 
1S0), S67 
M4, 466 1S, 166 
52, 706 13, 175 4, 666 2, 381 
4, 3U9 
ISS, S73 +8, O60 
54, 067 2 690 4), GOO 30 THO 
175, 694 
64, 736 7 j 
425 
» SSS 
6. 715 
710 2, WTI 
7,10 23, 22 
79, 802 
$2, 393 ‘ 
40, 658 
3302 652 
12,019 171,844 
38 66, 661 500 67, 330 5, OS 
4, 324 6, 453 180), SSS 
Js SUE 
4, 200 500 4, S21 
72, 288 18, 773 
21, 271 414,07 
47, YON : 6,013 
MM), SUT 
+4, 1606 
149, 662 
53, 884 |_- 22, 265 
10, 365 1, 005 207 
3, 650 47, 726 
8, 314 1, 253, 731 738, SSO 204, 596 163, 413 26, 669 5O6, 2¢ 





1 Includes franchise or special license fees, privilege taxes, permit fees, fees for certificates of convenience and necessity, etc 


2? Occupation tax paid by “‘ U-Drive-It’’ car companies. 
3 Mileage tax on interstate busses only. 
4 Payments of certificate fees included with undistributed fees. 


5 See column headed ‘‘ Undistributed fees, etc.”’ for payments by out-of-State property carriers. 
6 Payments of mileage tax, privilege tax, and inspection fees by property carriers given in column headed “ Undistributed fees, ete.” 


7 See column headed ‘ Undistributed fees, etc.’’ 
States—Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas—al- 


port of schools, the total amount being $14,522,113. 
New Jersey and New York devoted funds aggregating 
$19,546,456 to unemployment relief. A _ total of 
$39,652,339 in 11 States was paid into general funds, 
chiefly those of the States. In Louisiana $830,072 was 
allocated to the boards of commissioners of the ports 
of New Orleans and Lake Charles Harbor, for use in 
payment of principal and interest on bonds and other 
payments in connection with the establishment of port 
facilities. The remaining items were small in amount, 
and were either of an administrative character or were 
offsets against the taxation of gasoline used for other 
than motor-vehicle purposes. 


DIVERSION OF FUNDS GREATER IN 1933 


The tendency toward the use of motor-vehicle and 
gasoline-tax receipts for purposes not related to high- 
ways was more strongly in evidence in 1933 than in 
1932. 
port of schools; $29,997,563 was devoted to the relief 
of unemployment or other emergency relief; and 


$32,971,664 was paid into State, county, and municipal 
general funds. 


ways, including $1,100,000 transferred to the real estate 





A total of $17,568,505 was allocated to the sup- | 


‘bond payment fund in North Dakota, $2,262,625 de- 
lotted motor-vehicle or gasoline-tax funds to the sup- | 
£ | 


$2,2 
voted to retirement of State warrants in Oklahoma, 
$4,042,235 paid on State debt obligations in Pennsy!- 
ania, $1,404,569 in payments on rural credit bonds in 
South Dakota, and $869,057 in payments on State 
emergency relief bonds in Washington. The sum of 
$950,695 was devoted to harbor improvements and 
other purposes related to navigation. 

The total of the items listed above is $91,166,915, 
which is 11.1 percent of the total receipts in 1933 from 
State motor-vehicle fees and gasoline taxes, $822,097,- 
515. In addition to these specific diversions there were 
miscellaneous items aggregating $3,065,002, a number 
of which were largely administrative in character. If 
these are added the total funds devoted to purposes !ot 
related to roads and streets in 1933 are found to have 
been $94,231,915. 


REGISTRATIONS AND RECEIPTS BY STATES TABULATED 


The greater part of the foregoing discussion of S'.te 
taxation of motor vehicles in 1932 was based on fig:ires 
for the country as a whole, as it was impossible in the 


space available to give complete figures for indivi: ual 
Nearly $10,000,000 was expended in | 
the financing of debt obligations not related to high- 


States. In tables 13, 14, 15, and 16 registrations «nd 
payments of fees are given for each State. Table 1 


lists all vehicles registered and tax-paid, by type of 














' 








October 1934 





PUBLIC ROADS 209 


TABLE 15.—Special State fees and taxes imposed on motor uehicles 
of vehicle and class of 


State 


Alabama 
Arizona_ 
Arkansas. 
California 
Colorado. 
Connecticut 
Florida. _- 
Georgia 
Idaho-. 

lowa. 

Kansas = 
Kentucky -. 
Maryland 
Michigan_.. 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri. - - - 
Montana. ---- 
Nevada. .-- 
New Jersey .-.-.- 
New Mexico- --- 
North Carolina._- 
North Dakota_-- 
Ohio... ae 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee - . .. 
lexas.... on 
Ol ere 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia - 
Wisconsin _- 

W yoming - -- 
District of Columbia 


Total 


‘Includes franchise or special license fees, privilege taxes, permit fees, fees for certificates of convenience and necessity, et« 


{| Contract carriers of pré 
Continued. 


Trailers and semitrai 


Mileage or | p.. 
ton-mile a 
taxes : 
$20, 743 
$2, 311 
1, 605 
454) 


46 


4,418 20, 743 


yperty 


lers 


Other 
special 
fees ! 

$36 

360 

1, 585 

36, 734 
3,1 

7, 950 

7, 453 

Bt 

57, 284 


* Occupation tax on trucks operated by gas and oil companies. 


fn anchise fees imposed on 4 motorcycles operating as contract carriers 


Total payments of ton-mile tax by carriers of persons and property; 
Payments of mileage taxes by trucks not classified by class of service 


? Payments of certificate fees not broken down as between passenger and property carriers: Contract carriers 
Payments of franchise fees and corporation taxes by out-of-State carriers of property 
‘ Payments of receipts taxes by for-hire carriers of persons and property; 


vehicle and class of service. 
capacity is not given. 


Truck 


Mileage or 
ton-mile 
taxe 


$3, 109 


10, 130 


$2, 825 
UY, 7S) 


Sis, 003 


(chiefly for-hire carriers) in 1932; tabulated for each State by type 
service—C ontinued 


Common carriers of property 














-_ : a A Undistrib- | All special 
and tractor trucks rrailers and semitrailers uted fees, fees and 
etc. | taxes 
" > »¢ Othe 
teceipts — Mile nar ; Receipts ‘ = 
taxes specia ton-mile taxes specia | 
ss fees | taxes fees ! 
$706 s a ofa 
$13, 340 $2, 544 ; | 
165, 229 64, 664 | 
2, 168 $7, TOS $247 aaa 
&, 480 i 
27, 329 16, 557 7, 144 8 $7, 527 
4,179 840 
* 20 
10 186, 153 
150 - = 
"57, 934 Th 2 a — 
661 7 — 
11, 886 | 
50, 321 11,052 
800 : : 
13, 545 SHO eS 
( 14 2 22,927 
30, O83 22, 329 anaes 
4,135 ‘ | 
hace 28, 316 
16, 405 ‘a 
15, 4l¢ 
4 33, 946 
2, 863 awaiete 
23, 471 I sac x 05m oS Bialim mole celal pal ahenin eee eae | 
31,951 | 
11, 234 209 | 22, 898 | 
610 eae ! 
4, 602 333 o--e} 
46}, 364 17, 30 oe 
29, 226 33, 89 2, 044 248 588 | 
4, 161 243 66 | Piha eed | 26, 486 
a 146, 450 
287, 358 237, 275 &5, G19 213, 017 73, 633 | 564, 212 | 5, 230, 792 
no. allocated by class of service 
. $1,756, common carriers, $1,171 


not alloc: ated by class of service. 
Includes payments by property carriers, mileage tax, $23,669, privilege tax, $6,587 


Payments of certificate fees by property carriers not allocated by type of ve hicle; 


oan ludes $213,533 in ton-mile taxes and $33,355 in permit fees paid by contract and other commercial property carriers which were not segregated from private carriers; 
,700 in certificate fees paid by common carriers of property 


The break-down by rated 
Table 14 gives the correspond- 


ing payments of registration fees and table 15 the 
special fees paid by commercial carriers. 


In table 16 


, inspection fees, $1,695 
contract carriers, $17,270, common carriers, $5,628 


are given the miscellaneous fees paid by motor-vehicle 
owners, including operators’ and chauffeurs’ license fees, 
fees for certificates of title, transfer of registration fees, 
and miscellaneous small items. 


OTHER TAXATION IMPOSED ON MOTOR VEHICLES IN 1932 


COUNTY TAXES FOUND IN ONLY FIVE STATES 


sae ide from the levying of personal property taxes, the 
unty unit of government has entered the f 


motor-vehicle t 


fie ‘ld of 
taxation to but a very limited extent. 


Special county fees and taxes were found to exist in 
only five States in 1932, and the collections reported 
Were only $1,703,455. The actual total collected by 
counties may have been somew hat greater, since replies 
Were not received from all the counties to which ques- 
tionnaires were sent; but it is believed that such charges 


@Xisi only in the five States named, 
and taxes are given in table 17. 


fees 


The data on county 


The most signific ant fact revealed by this table is 
that four of the States in which counties lev y special 


taxes on motor vehicles—Alabama, Louisiana, 
Sippi, and Tennessee 


Missis- 
are in the South and are contigu- 


ous. The remaining State, Nevada, yielded only $3,781 
in county motor-vehicle fees. 

By far the largest single item was reported in Loui- 
siana, where the parishes collected more than 
$1,000,000 in gasoline taxes. Counties in Alabama 
and Mississippi also levied gasoline taxes, those in the 
latter State being used in financing the construction 
of sea walls. Registration fees or wheel taxes in two 
Tennessee counties yielded $133,644. The remaining 
items, in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Nevada, were 


small. 


MUNICIPAL TAXES MORE FREQUENTLY IMPOSED 


Municipal fees and taxes (other than _personal- 
property taxes) imposed on motor vehicles were found 
in 39 States in 1932. The total collections reported 
were $14,157,822. 
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TABLE 16.—Miscellaneous State fees imposed on motor-vehicle owners in 1932 


Operators’ licenses 








| 
| 
e | 


State 















Certificates of title 


Miscellaneous fees 








| | | Grand 
| | ‘Transfers Duplicate | Temporary| Fees for | | total 
ae ‘he aye | Dupli- |} poy. | Issues and] Dupli-| mnosa) | or rerevis- oe arora Duplicate entry per | official | Other 
| Private | Chauffe ur | cates otal transfers | cates | Total —— — | car plates wh — | fees 
| | | Sten _ oe. | = 
aa roo ee | | rm 
Alabama....-- iddacancnt) “UE Ieasa<s $12, 790 | . | $12, 790 
Arizona--__- $4, 158 | 0306 i....-. 13, 514 $43, 278 | $1,215 | $44, 493 $13, 464 $581 | $6, 004 | 78, 056 
Arkansas. ..___- a, Wee ie 17, 376 |. & ; 2, 239 | 19, 615 
California... 131, 860 |$32,881 | 164,741 | : 801,823 | $49, 512 13, 541 $4, 930 | | 110,183 | 1, 144, 730 
Colorado-.-...-.- 168, 859 7 eee 184, 047 | 94, 611 : | 94, 611 | 20, 642 1, 768 2 408 | : } 1,338 | 309, 814 
Connecticut... ....| 1, 221, 678 18, 725 | 6,931 | 1, 247, 334 |... ‘ 61, O42 2, 384 35, 738 | 64,844) 1,411, 342 
Delaware______- | 103, 509 ee! eee | 103, 509 19, 6065 | 19, 606 . | 123, 115 
Florida. .-....-- ae tS eee 2, 921 | 99,907 | 4,870 | 104,777 | 8, 816 52 3, 482 : | $41, 008 | --| 161, 056 
Georgia._...._.____|.- f 7, 544 |_- 7, 544 | | 4, 901 366 | .--| 1,555 14, 366 
"2 ae 754 |_. 754 | 2,663} 2, 663 | 316 | 7,091 _10, 824 
SRT Mme 230, 073 |-- | 230,073 | & 181, 339 60, 808 13,764 | 72,987 | 558, 971 
Indiana... -.-.--. 16, 753 | 12, 988 | | 29,741 | 132, 244 | 132, 244 150, 962 28, 705 | 341, 652 
“See -| 112,350 | 45,054 | 3, 700 161,104 | 111, 580 111, 580 38, 521 4, 023 1, 623 316, 851 
Kansas_.......--.| 10, 090 11,642] 1,250] 22,982 | # 50, 402 9, 204 | 1, 644 | | 220 | 84, 452 
Kentucky -.._-_-- seceenet §=6S SS |-.--...-] 26,905 i 69, 662 241 | 1,614 | 98, 422 
(oe a aaa 59, 250 146 59, 396 | | 409 | | 59, 805 
Maine...-........| 380,996 | 84, 687 | 1,008 | 466, 691 | ee 462 120 |_. 467, 273 
Maryland ------ -| 97, 634 141, 267 |....-..-] 238,901 | 117, 869 | 117,869 64, 167 8, 013 eee | _ 428, 950 
Massachusetts.__-| 2, 174,712 |_- ee eee Bo oa : 37, 004 | 7, 146 | 5, 527 | 2, 224 389 
Michigan.........| 394,716 116,894 | 7,373 | 518,983 | 379,014 | 14,926 | 393, 940 168, 486 30, 680 1, 030 | 1, 113, 119 
Minnesota... __- deratics 49, 383 262 | 49, 645 | 445 5, 218 981 1,729 58, O18 
Mississippi- - - ---- Sa SS SSS re ae se ae: ee Sa = 5, 908 8, 669 | are 16, 655 
Missouri-_..._.---- 19, 191 107,178 |.-.....-| 126, 369 267, 029 ; SE : f ae ; ae 393, 398 
EE SAS | 1 670 | 24, 996 357 25, 353 1,551 46 416 13, 773 | 41, 809 
Nebraska--....--.| 4, 967 mate _ | ff See, URNA) 25 : 28, 152 10, 898 1, 667 ; peabacace ; 45, 684 
Nevada.._......-- = anes Sans | 2, 669 103 2,772 | $ 49 oak 277 | 3, 098 
New Hampshire __! 102, 463 |......- 746 |_. ; a. 13, 399 604 |_- 2,263 | _ 200,012 
oo —-- -| 3, 25 ee eee 3, 251, 282 | 298, 436 20, 52 6, 878 ---|-- 35,840 | 3,612,961 
New Mexico-_---- hateRetiohae asi . ‘ i Gata Sat ara = | 
New York.......- | 1, 322, 046 | 1, 646, 352 | 2 398 |__ = = ee 816, 671 143, 971 | | 293, 093 
Woren Oarelins...)...........}....... i eet 69, 487 |.-...-..| 69, 487 E ; : } 9, 460 |.._- 
North Dakota....j.......-.-.- ae Rae SeY: eet 27,704 | 1,134] 28,838 220 | 463 | 
TE EE a St ee a) eee aie Sea 125, 795 4,106 | 9, S49 Beer ae 
a RR AEs Ses 148,274 | 4,974 | 153, 248 : 2,101 | 
SE 16, 850 12, 734 2, 900 | 32,4584 | 97,521 | 1,910; 99,431 780 1,614 304 112 
Pennsylvania-__.-_-| 4,400, 208 |_..._...___- 12, 648 | 4,412,856 | 1,535,858 | 8,901 /1, 544, 759 176, 718 11, 691 12, 476 4, 325 | 
Rhode Island_ a 341,417 1,512 | 2,710 345, 639 |____. oS belle Ae 46, 176 1, 492 | | > O78 1, 245 | 
South Carolina- -- 103, 477 | ees | 104,497 OB OR8 feasacnent 8, 832 |.... = ; | 684 |.-..-. Uls 
South Dakota--.-.!_..-- aS, ee | PS ara | 16,004 | 2,534} 18,538 | ; 3 : | 242 18, 780 
Tennessee... _...- PGS TEES, UIA TIS Sy) ee 586, 851 a} ae ae | 1,581 623, 460 
SES ey | 230,352] 2,395 | Ue RR ES 106, 440 1, 033 17, 918 400 ae 24, 950 ° 383, 455 
et eeint teaches “St See 4, 081 | PGB cxeeiinc | 16, O44 é 2 : 20, 125 
Vermont..._--..-- i) Ree SSS , i | eee BEM aan 26, 596 260 3, 995 264, 81 
Se Saas 57, 903 50 57, 953 161,051 | 16,207 ' 177, 258 57, 391 5, 691 13 | eee: 298, 30¢ 
Washington... _- hy eee ast 800 ON SEED See. Ws OR oe ee Ae | 6, 192 | ao 69, 69 
West Virginia__._- 34, 718 | 68, 627 |_....- 103, 345 89, 474 |.......- 89, 474 25, 065 1, 233 6, 951 } 900 226, 968 
Wisconsin... ----- 8, 523 |. 6, 442 14, 965 128, 323 |_- Ot | es ae oe +: ee 149, 421 
a See ne Tas Tes 12, 829 |__ _| 12,829 ; i i, Se 12, 829 
Dist. of Columbia.| 221, 133 16,974 | 3,155 241, 262 87,227 | 2,163 89,390 12, 994 1,175 SSS Ate e ee s 345, 39 
Total_.... i 885, 253 | 3, 310, 898 84,651 |18, 280,802 4, 278, 282 | 61,957 |4, 340, 239 3, 392,888 | 171, 227 133, 472 212,585 | 91,784 640, 773 | 27, 363, 77 
| 1 


TaBLE 17.—County fees and taxes on motor vehicles in 1932, other 
than personal property taxes 


i bs oa 
Registration | Gasoline taxes | Franchise Other fees 

















or wheel taxes | fees and taxes 
‘ | | 
ee eRe. a a ee ee 
2 Totalfees|} 4 | b » | id | 
State and taxes| * so | +. o8 E ee | | © a 
os ia Os - oi a. 2 
Se | z= | So S jae § 
z|/<2i2i|2iz2 |4iz ! 4 
| Se nes eases Wee email Ci can 
Alabama....| $273, 255|......|......_- i ee See eee aoe 
Louisiana--.-} 1, 141,035)___- iced 45) 1, 138, 729 26}! $2, 306) _____- ecesciot 
Mississippi. _ ee Se 3} 2117,817:...._- plan 2/3 $33,923 
Nevada____- 3, 781}..... RLS, BSR. RS Ra 3 43,781 alae 
Tennessee 133, 644 2\$133, 644|...._.|_- s ats aS 
ac: oo ———_—_ — | — ——- ——_———__— — ———| ——__—_— ——-— —— —__—_— 
Tetal..... a, 708, 455) 2) 133, 644) 54 1, 529, 801| 29' + 6, = 2) 33,923 
| | | 





1 Occupational license fees on taxicabs, jitneys, busses, drays, transfers, etc. 
? Special gasoline tax for road-protecting sea walls. 

3 Road and bridge privilege tax. 

4 On interstate bus and truck operations. 


While the total sum reported can hardly include every 
dollar actually collected from motor-vehicle owners by 
municipalities, it is believed to be a fairly close approxi- 
mation of the truth. Questionnaires were mailed to 
9,128 municipalities, and follow-up queries were sent to 
those which failed to answer the first communication. 
The total number of municipalities submitting replies 
was 6,598, or 72 percent. Only 1,537, however, report- 


ed collections, the remainder, or 5,061, definitely stating 


| that they collected no special fees or taxes from motor- 
vehicle owners. The assumption might be made that 
the great majority of the municipalities not answering 
the questionnaire also had no fees of this character. 

In table 18 there is given a detailed analysis of the 
questionnaire survey, showing for each State the number 
of municipalities queried, the number replying and the 

'amounts of the fees reported. 

The most prevalent type of fee, although not the 
most productive, was that of franchise taxes, frequent!y 
levied on taxicabs, busses, and for-hire trucks, and 

/sometimes upon occupations in which motor vehicl:s 
-are used, such as drayage and the like. Fees of this 
nature were reported in 34 States, and the total collect:d 
| was $2,053,086. 

_ Municipal gasoline taxes were found in only ~ix 
| States, in widely separated regions of the South and 
| West, but the total collected was $2,602,083, of which 
Missouri alone accounted for 67 percent. 

_ Registration fees imposed by municipalities amoun' ed 
| to $9,100,795. Of this total the State of Illinois alone 
accounted for 68 percent. Other fees included s ich 
items as operators’ and chauffeurs’ licenses. 

| Among the 39 States in the table of municipal f:es, 
the States of Illinois and Missouri far exceeded ‘ny 


‘others, and together represented about 65 percen’ 0! 
| the national total. 


























October 1934 


Total | Total | Number | Number 
number | number |jof munic-|of munic- Total fe 
State of munic- | of munic-| ipalities | ipalities oo 
ipalities | ipalities |reporting |reporting| "POTted 
queried | replying fees no fees 
| } 
| | 
Alabama a 2 296 | 207 | 115 92 $830, 341 
| as 34 1 1 180 
Arkansas . 388 | 205 61 | 144 212, is4 
California ‘ 277 167 | 58 | 109 212, 365 
Colorado 246 232 | 23 | 204 28, S21 
Connecticut 1 None | . 
Delaware. -. ! None 
Florida 13 | 13 12 1 85, 427 
Georgia - - 577 235 | 15 220 18, 48 
Idaho_ 1 None |___- 
Illinois 440 372 | 205 167 6, 263, 956 
Indiana . 284 | 263 36 227 105, 382 
OS Sess 186 160 | 28 132 7, 238 
Kansas 1 None m 
Kentucky | 261 214 | 107 | 107 305, S3¢ 
Louisiana 1 1 1 234, 000 
Maine ! None 
Maryland } | None 
Massachusetts 1 None 
Michigan ind 420 | 465 374 159, 
Minnesota 103 os | 1s 80 
Mississipp! 306 126 15 111 
Missourl 769 | 359 148 211 2, 971 
Montana 128 | 92 Is 74 
Nebraska - - 17 17 10 7 
Nevada 16 l l 
New Hampshire 87 M4 s 76 
New Jersey 572 566 115 451 
New Mexico 57 49 10 39 
New York. 149 | 128 72 56 
North Carolina 378 315 93 222 
North Dakota_- 7 7 TT... 
ji) oer 56 42 34 8 62 
Oklahoma 1 None | 
Oregon - - -- . 190 | 160 | 29 131 20, 80 
Pennsylvania - - ; 993 | 685 9 676 70, 11 
Rhode Island _- 7 1 l 4, 905 
south Carolina 42 | 36 6 30 20, O34 
south Dakota 13 | 11 11 1, 303 
lennessee - 27 27 23 | 4 307, 028 
Texas...---- . 568 336 22 314 21, 533 
| ee 2 2 2 15, 153 
Vermont. -- . 302 264 7 257 768 
Virginia. ---- 199 173 99 | 74 714, 262 
Washington - -- 66 54 7 7 16, G82 
West Virginia. None 
Wisconsin - 502 | 39 34 365 11, 518 
Wyoming. _. 85 76 | 5 | 71 6, 605 
Total. 9, 1: 6, 598 | 1, 537 | j, O61 14, 157, 822 


Official s statement from State sources indicated that no municipal fees or taxes were levied in 1932. 


PERSONAL-PROPERTY TAXES CHARGED AGAINST MOTOR 
VEHICLES 
Since personal property taxes upon motor vehicles 
are entirely distinct from the other types of fees and | 
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TABLE 18.—Municipal fees and taxes on motor vehicles in 1932 other than personal property taxes 











Registration fees Gasoline taxes Franchise fees Other fees 
Number : Number wi » | Number| , Number | 
reporting Amount reporting Amount reporting mount reporting Amount 

4] $82, 632 88 | $735, 575 15 $8, 779 6 $3, 355 
| 180 |__ eae AS 
56 | 205, 908 8 5, 022 | 4 1, 554 
58 2:9, 411 l 1,954 
26 28, 061 4 760 
2 85, 427 —_ 
7 7, 264 9 10, 482 3 738 
191 6, 207, 095 5 18 ; 19, 323 
36 ee 
28 731 
79 | 208, 681 61| 7,155 |_-- anes 
1 234, 000 
40 | 152,710 | — 22 6, 806 
18 18, 958 ‘ 
i 446 m 
126 |1, 150, 280 743, 644 3 77, 949 
4 1, 776 10 8, 247 
] 102, 058 4 EGee Wwescamncc i 
‘ l 2, 16t ion 
Ss 1, 095 eee kd castro 
114 S82, ISK 6 997 
29, 398 5 1, 065 5 6, 619 
72 134, 428 l 834 
SS 81, 869 : 24 73, 253 
4 1, 580 6 825 
34 44, 591 7 17, 746 
29-20, 804 pao oe 
rf) 68, 405 2 1, 706 
] 4, 380 1 525 
6 7, 542 , l 12, 492 
’ ll S34 or Seen ee 
22 255, 765 2 43, 262 2 8, 001 
: 22 8 Df eee Heres eee. 
2 13, 761 2 1, 392 
_ 7 768 Se ee eon 
95 701, 701 17 12, 561 A ee 
27 16, 682 és rs 
Yl 5 Seay metre 2 
l 5, 873 4 BN Bid ating Wan ened 
712 /9, 100, 795 143 |2, 602, 083 828 2, 053, 086 | 131 401, 858 
| assessment, levy, and collection of a tax involve a 


| — information. 


. . . . . | 
taxes paid by motor-vehicle owners, a special inquiry 


on this subject was undertaken in the several States 
simultaneously with the general statistical investiga- | 
tion. The statisticians in each State and field repre- 
sentatives of the Bureau cooperated in examining official | 


reports, interviewing officials, and collecting basic 
information by means of questionnaires to local 


go\ ernmental 


gy ¢ 


authorities. In general, the response 
en to these questionnaires was excellent. With the 
re-ilting mass of information, extended by approxima- 
tions based on the fact that taxes tend to be much the 
salve in communities of the same type in the same 
genoral location, it was possible in practically all States 


considerable length of time, it is impossible to get 


The assessed value may be fixed 
in 1 year and the tax collected in another. The same 
may 9 and often is, true of the levy and collection of 
the tax. Even after the payment is due, another 
considerable period elapses before the tax becomes 
delinquent. Thus, it was only natural that, when 
information was collected from thousands of govern- 
mental subdivisions, there should be some confusion as 


| to the item to be reported as the motor-vehicle property 


to estimate with fair accuracy not only the total 
personal property taxes chargeable against motor | 
Veliicles, but also the division of the imposts among the | 
LO. 


rnmental units lev ying them. 
‘(he information it was desired to obtain was the total | 
per-onal-property tax levied by all governmental units 
In the year 1932. The data bse at did not all refer 
- ‘hat specific year. 
Ise; 


Because of a difference in the 
| years of governmental units, and also because the | 


tax for 1932. 

Comprehensive and adequate data were obtained 
from all States. While in most cases the complete 
figures could not be obtained, sufficient facts were 
supplied to make possible accurate estimates. For a 
number of States the figures are known to be entirely 
correct, as they were based on complete records. 

The essential results of the research and analysis are 
set forth in tables 19, 20, and 21. The first of these 
| tables is a summary of the principal facts brought out 
by the analysis. Table 20 gives a comparison among the 


| various States of the personal property taxes levied and 


collected in 1932. Table 21 gives a break-down of the 


taxes collected, according to the tax-levying jurisdic- 
tions. 
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TABLE 19.—Summary of personal-property taxes levied and col- 
lected against motor vehicles in 1932 


é Personal-property taxes 

Number of 
Numbe vehicles | 

Method of taxation —— - 1 
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of States licensed , Per ' 
(1931) Levied veliiale. ||" ollected 
Exempt-..------- 17 | 11,854, 346 None | None None 
Special laws_-- = 6 | 1,700,930 | $9,921,000 | = $5.83 | $9, 921, 000 
General laws 5 26 | 12, 258,827 | 34, 160, 000 | 2.79 | 25,959, 000 | 
Weiel..<.:.-- 49 | 25,814, 103 | 44,081, 000 | 3.16 | 35, 880, 000 


\ 


TaBLe 20.—Personal-property taxes levied and collected against 
motor vehicles in 1932; totals and percentages tabulated by States 
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TABLE 21.—Personal-property taxes collected on motor vehicles in 
1932, grouped according to tax-levying jurisdictions 


Tax-levying jurisdictions 


State 
State County Other Total 

Alabama $163, 000 $379, 000 $128, 000 S670, 000 
Arizona ioe: 208, 000 385, OOO 137, 000 730, 000 
Arkansas - --- 44, 000 38, 000 110, 000 192, 000 
California - —-__- None | 3,873, 000 1, 412, 000 5, 285, 000 
Colorado. _ - : 44, 000 154, 000 605, 000 853, 000 
Connecticut 43, 000 23, 000 1, 724, 000 1, 780, 000 
Delaware None None None None 
| District of Columbia !. None None 475, OOO $74, 000 
Florida ; None None None None 
Georgia 91, 000 252, 000 199, 000 542, 000 
Idaho Z None None None None 
Illinois 185, 000 198, 000 1, 472, 000 1,855, 000 
Indiana 205, 000 340, 000 1, 472, 000 2.017, 000 
Iowa. ..-- L ; None None None None 
Kansas 7s, 000 149, 000 631, 000 908, 000 
| Kentucky 149, 000 199, 000 502, 000 850, 000 
Louisiana 148, 000 233, 000 404, 000 785, 000 
Maine! f None None 1, 034, 000 1, 034, 000 
Maryland ! 145, 000 444, 000 803, 000 1, 487, 000 
Massachusetts None None 6, 184, 000 6, 184, 000 
Michigan None None None None 
Minnesota___- None None None None 
Mississippi. ------ 82, 000 154, 000 210, 000 447, 000 
Missouri ; 103, 000 642, 000 S48, 000 1, 593, 000 
Montana. --_-- 23, 000 108, 000 152, 000 283, 000 
Nebraska 74, 000 109, 000 506, 000 689, 000 
Nevada 28, 000 80, 000 25, 000 133, 000 
| New Hampshire None None 513, 000 513, 000 
New Jersey ' None None None None 
New Mexico None None None None 
New York s : None None None None 
North Carolina 45, 000 228, 000 366, 000 639, 000 
North Dakota None None None None 
| aaa None None None None 
Oklahoma... None None None None 
Oregon ete - None None None None 
Pennsylvania_ None None None None 
Rhode Island_- 36, 000 None 817, 000 853, 000 
South Carolina 64, 000 174, 000 | 124, 000 362, 000 
South Dakota- None None None None 
Tennessee. _ _- i 6, 000 80, 000 47, 000 133, 000 
oO ——_ 180, OOO 592, 000 634, 000 1,715, 000 
Utah..... 19, 000 57, 000 192, 000 268, 000 
Vermont - None -None None None 
Virginia ; None 241, 000 275, 000 516, 000 
Washington 210, 000 379, 000 804, 000 1, 393, 000 
West Virginia 28, 000 253, 000 177, 000 458, 000 
Wisconsin None None None None 
Wyoming 35, 000 47, 000 146, 000 228, 000 
Total __- 2,795,000 9,867,000 | 23, 218, 000 35, SSO, O06 


ee Percentage 
State | Taxes levied : —o of total 
aan collected 
Ne olka animcagoneneuen: $818, 000 $670, 000 81.9 
Si neunphebsteamanine 797, 000 730, 000 91.5 
ESE ae a 259, 000 192, 000 74.2 
ile aoc intetpntscicrwi cena amcesin 8, 534, 000 5, 285, 000 | 61.9 
Se 1, 143, 000 853, 000 | 74.6 
ee ee ae 2, 039, 000 1, 790, 000 | 87.8 
Delaware. ------ lecplbianpatnacebeaa pereeress None None None 
District of Columbia---_-.....-.---.--- 475, 000 475, 000 100. 0 
i taliirrininriindd Gunniiavin ae Guinn wate’ None None None 
ees piebaie 694, 000 542, 000 78.1 
it cian 6 barenscinmncnsiniiedainn ow cian’ None None None 
Nh rics pba artadonh si toinisin se tecans detain 2, 190, 000 | 1, 855, 000 | 84.7 | 
Indiana. -- deititatnitirtasiii dient alla Wests 2, 256, 000 2, 017, 000 89.4 
i nibicatntinadenaecuddedteus mins None | None None 
ceases hate canis anlar teierws 1, 032, 000 | 908, 000 88.0 
OO, SaaS 999, 000 850, 000 | 85. 1 
Louisiana ----.------ seecenecson= 1, 077, 000 | 785, 000 | 72.8 
CE 1, 034, 000 1, 034, 000 100.0 
Maryland-.-.- os 1, 487, 000 1, 487, 000 | 100. 0 
Massachusetts 6, 184, 000 | 6, 184, 000 100.0 
EE ee None | None None | 
Rn cctennrhsvadcecenoecceus : None | None None 
sa a chnnnicewaiicdacmeminnens 959, 000 | 447, 000 80.0 
Ria cvacbintier tani iinn rn samt 1, 991, 000 1, 593, 000 | 81.5 
isaac ne scceman newese unam = 323, 000 283, 000 87.8 
ii chin diitigtewnmne canadien ‘ 932, 000 689, 000 73.9 
nee 135, 000 133, 000 | 98. 1 
New Hampshire. .-..-...........-.--- 513, 000 513, 000 | 100.0 
0 eee —aaal None None None 
New Mexico-----..--- pacsendaton ; None None None 
ei inailelct tis aenine tie dntow win nates None | None None 
pS eee 840, 000 639, 000 | 76.0 
North Dakota---..-.-...-- alti aiendepie None | None None 
a pv wi hadinsi demi onpaicenaes None None None 
Eee Sokaeaaa None | None None 
as eee enaae e None None None 
ie chnanid ca skne.o wane tivais None None None 
Rhode Island --..-.-.....--- 977, 000 853, 000 87.4 
iii nicca ons awcae numeri 449, 000 362, 000 | 80. 6 
South Dakota.-....-.-...---.- ar: None None | None 
0 ae 133, 000 133, 000 | 100.0 
ls tincabin freee cieninwneawianinhriie mais @ 2, 486, 000 1,715, 000 | 69.0 
EE nieonanune : 357, 000 | 268, 000 | 75.0 
[ plana aie None None | None 
eee oe 699, 000 516, 000 | 73.7 
FES a 1, 897, 000 1, 393, 000 | 65.0 
West Virginia----- anaora 544, 000 458, 000 | 84.3 | 
SE ccndnccab anodes once None | None | None 
. eae 228, 000 | 228, 000 | 100. 0 
a ikea hnewninhpainl 44, 081, 000 | 35, 880, 000 | §1.4 








ESSENTIAL FACTS ON PERSONAL-PROPERTY TAXATION OF MOTOR 
VEHICLES SUMMARIZED 


Outstanding results of this phase of the survey may be 
summarized as follows: 

1. In 1932 there were levied against motor vehicles 
in the United States personal-property taxes in the 
estimated amount of approximately $44,081,000. 

2. Of the motor vehicles subject to taxation, only 
about 60 percentare listed on the tax rolls. 


3. The percentage of motor vehicles placed upon the | 


rolls apparently runs from less than 35 percent in the 
State of Illinois to over 90 percent in Arizona, Connecti- 


1 States having permit fee equivalent to personal-property tax 


cut, and Montana, and 100 percent in Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Wyoming, and the 
District of Columbia. 

4. There is a wide variation in the standard of assess- 
ment of motor vehicles in the various States. 

5. Of the total tax levied, it is estimated that collec- 
tions could not have exceeded $35,880,000 and the 
may have been considerably below this figure. 

6. Because of difficulties in assessment and collec- 
tion, the personal-property tax as ordinarily adminis- 


tered is not effectively applied to motor vehicles. 


vehicles was $3.16 and the median $3.04. 


7. Seventeen States, in which there were, in 1931, 
11,834,346, or 45.9 percent of the total motor vehicles, 
exempt motor vehicles entirely from taxation as per- 
sonal property. 

8. There are 31 States and the District of Columbia 
in which motor vehicles are subject to some form of 
taxation as personal property. In these States there 
were 13,959,757 motor vehicles registered, or 54.1 
percent of all vehicles licensed. 

9. The mean average tax levied 


against these 
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October 1934 


10. Of the States imposing personal-property taxes 
against motor vehicles, five States and the District of 
Columbia make their levies under special laws which 
insure that all motor vehicles operating are charged 
with and pay the personal-property tax. The total so 
levied in 1932 was $9,921,000. Located in these areas 
in 1931 were 1,700,930 motor vehicles or 6.6 percent 
of all the motor vehicles in the United States. This 
was an average of $5.83 per vehicle. 

11. In the remaining 26 States, containing 12,258,827 
or 47.5 percent of all motor vehicles in 1931, an ineffec- 
tive attempt is made to tax motor vehicles under gene- 
ral property tax laws, the tax so levied in 1932 
$34,160,000, or $2.79 per vehicle. 


bei Ing 


FEDERAL MANUFACTURERS’ EXCISE TAXES RELATING TO MOTOR 


VEHICLES 

The first Federal manufacturers’ excise taxes which 
were paid by motorists were imposed under the United 
States Internal Revenue Act of 1918, effeetive October 


1917. These taxes lasted until repealed on May 29, 
1928. During the period of 10 vears and 8 months in 


which the taxes were in force, 


they accumulated to a 
total of $1,119,931,631, or 


an average of about $105,- 
000,000 a year. There were three groups of such 
taxes, as follows: (1) Automobile trucks and wagons, 

percent on sales; (2) other automobiles and motor- 
cycles, 5 percent on sales; and (3) automobile parts and 
uCCESSOTIES, » percent on sales. 

For an interval of 4 years the motor-vehicle owner 

was free from Federal excise taxes. The Revenue Act 
of 1932 (approved June 6 and effective June 7, 1932 
imposed certain manufacturers’ excise taxes affecting 
the purchases of owners of motor vehicles. The new 
aw, however, imposed stx groups of taxes, as follows: 
4 A gasoline tax of 1 cent per gallon; (2) a tax on 
ibricating oils of 4 cents per gallon; (3) on tires and 
inner tubes, taxes of 2!, and 4 cents per pound, respec- 
tively; (4) on automobiles and motorcycles, 3 percent 
on sales; (5) on automobile trucks, 2 percent on sales; 
and (6) on automobile parts and accessories, 2 percent 
on sales. The tax on gasoline was increased to 1 
per gallon on June 17, 
January 1, 1934. 

These six taxes are paid, either directly or indirectly, 
by owners of motor vehicles, except for the fact that 
part of the excise taxes on gasoline and lubricating oils 
are paid by purchasers of these commodities for pur- 
poses other than for motor vehicles. 

it will be observed that these taxes did not go into 

7, 1932, with the result that the collee- 


] 


cents 
1933, and reverted to 1 cent on 


effect until June 7, 
tions of 1932 represent but slightly more than a half- 
year period. 

‘Table 22 gives a summary of the Federal excise-tax 
collections in 1932 and 1933, as reported and as adjusted 
to give as close approximations as possible to the 
amounts paid by the motorist in those years. 
United States Bureau of Internal Revenue 
monthly reports showing the collections of the pre- 
ceding month, which cover taxes assessed on the sales 
of the month preceding the month of collection. There 
is, in other words, a lag of a month between the collec- 
tions as reported and ‘the tax assessed on sales. The 
first column of figures in table 22 gives the collections 
of the calendar years 1932 and 1933. The second 
column gives the figures after adjustment by allowing 
for the lag of one month, as it was desired to show, as 
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TABLE 22.—Summary of Federal excise taxes relating to motor 


vehicles in 1932 and 1933 
CALENDAR YEAR 1932 


Federal excise t Assessments 


( Collec s | Assess > si r 
1X OF lection Assessment adjusted 2 
Crasoline $62, 839, 827 $74, 181, 720 $68, 247, 200 
Lubricating oil 7, 067, 419 &, 388, 330 &, 000, 000 
rires and inner tubes 7, 545, 071 §, 112, 487 8, 112, 487 
Automobiles and motoreycle 4, 221, 263 4, 996, 000 4, 996, 000 
lrucks 720, 155 833, 907 833, 907 
Parts and accessories 1, 900, 111 2, 188, 404 2, 188, 404 
lotal 84, 203, 846 98, 700, S48 92, 377, 998 


CALENDAR YEAR 1933 


Gasoline $181, 125, 987 $187, 461, 926 $171, 152, 700 
Lubricating oil 22, 289, 624 22, 638, O19 18, 643, 800 
rires and inner tube 23, 836, 119 4,947,117 24, 947, 117 
Automobiles and motorcycles 22, 475, 888 22, 412, 568 22, 412, 568 
Trucks 3, O46, 827 3, 123, 958 3, 123, 958 
Parts and accessories 4, 443, 072 4, 544, 666 4, 544, 666 

Total 257, 217, 517 265, 128, 254 244, 824, 809 

Collections as reported advanced illow for lag 





2 Figures for gasoline- at 


adjusted to allow 
vehicle usage 


for non-motor- 
closely as practicable, the taxes as of the time when paid 
by the motorists. Thus the figures for the year 1932 
include the collections of January 1933, and those for 
1933 include the collections of January 1934. 

The last column of table 22 gives the figures after 
adjustment for non-motor-vehicle use of gasoline and oil. 
In the case of gasoline the following method of ap- 
proximation was used. From the data on gasoline 
taxes reported to the Bureau by the States it was 
found that in the last 6 months of 1932, 92 percent of 
the gasoline sold in the States was taxed by the States 
and sold for motor-vehicle use. For the calendar year 
1933 the figure was 91.3 percent. It appeared reason- 
able to apply these percentages to the Federal gasoline- 
tax figures, although the gallonage taxed by the Federal 
Government was, in both periods, less than the gallon- 
age reported to the Bureau as having been sold in the 
States. 

In order to determine an approximate figure for the 
amount of the tax on lubricating oil assignable to 
motor vehicles, a ratio between the consumption of 
gasoline and the consumption of oil by motor vehicles 
was derived from results reported by other inves- 
tigators,’ and from the operating statistics of official 
cars used by employees of the Bureau of Public Roads 


in different parts of the country. The average ratio 
obtained as a result of this study was 28.24, i.e., 28.24 
gallons of gasoline consumed to 1 gallon of oil. This 


ratio was not applied to the 1932 figures, as it was found 


to give inconsistent results, and a round figure of 
2,000,000 gallons was assumed. In the case of the 


1933 figures, the use of the ratio gave vain which 
w — entirely reasonable, indicating that approximately 
2 percent of the oil taxed by the Federal Government 
was used by motor vehicles. In any event, however, 
| the allowance for non-motor-vehicle use of oil is no 
| more than a rough approximation. 
| The figures for the 2 years are not directly compa- 
rable, as those for 1932 cover only a little more than a 
| half year, and the gasoline-tax rate was changed in 1933 
|from 1 to 1% cents. Part of the increase, however, 





? National Motor Truck Analysis, by General Motors Truck Co., 


1929; Bulletin 
106, 


Automobile Operating Costs and Mileage Studies and Bulletin 114, Statistics 


of Motor Truck Operation in Iowa, Iowa Experiment Station, 1931 and 1933; and a 
1932 survey of the American Petroleum Institute, unpublished. 
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appears to be due to more effective administration of | 87 intrastate. Data on toll collections were obtained 
the law. The gallonage of gasoline taxed by the Fed- | for 13 interstate bridges and 53 intrastate bridges, and 
eral Government in 1933 was much closer to the total | also for a number of publicly owned ferries operated 


reported by the States than was the case in the last | by the City of New York. 


Total collections reported 


half of 1932, indicating that early difficulties in enforce- 
ment have been eliminated. The same appears to be 
true in the case of the tax on lubricating oil. 


PUBLIC BRIDGE AND FERRY TOLLS 


The motorist in traveling over the highways must 
pay tolls on many bridges and ferries, both publicly 
controlled and privately owned. Although no data on 
this subject were obtained in the survey, it was decided 
to obtain, by a study of available records and reports, 
an approximation of the payments by motorists in 1932 
in the form of public bridge and ferry tolls. The 


material obtained in this manner is by no means com- | 


plete, and is probably several million dollars short of 
the true total. 

On April 1, 1933, the number of toll bridges in 
operation was given as 317 in a list published by the 


American Toll Bridge Association in volume 1 of its | 


1933 proceedings. Among these there were 104 pub- 
licly owned bridges, of which 17 were interstate and 


' were as follows: 
Interstate bridges eee a 
Intrastate bridges___-........--- 2, 451, 220 
Pentel... s.+<- = pee tuceate 1, 593, 537 


Total __- wowws 18, 190, 424 


PUBLICATION ON ROADSIDE IMPROVEMENT 
AVAILABLE 


A limited supply of Miscellaneous Publication No. 
191, ‘‘Roadside Improvement”, is available for dis- 
tribution, and single copies may be obtained by 
| addressing the Bureau of Public Roads. 

The publication discusses briefly roadside improve- 
ment in the Public Works highway program, methods 
'of planning roadside improvement, estimated costs, 
and shows typical plans for roadside improvement. 
| Numerous illustrations showing methods of treatment 
| under different conditions are presented. 
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